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In memoriam of my mother Julianna Bogdán, 
and of my sister Katalin Orsós

The cover image not only has deep personal significance, but also car-
ries strong symbolic meaning. I lost my mother when she was only 
thirty-two and I was six years old, so I did not have the chance to truly 
know her. Years later, while I was preparing for an ethnography seminar 
at university, fate intervened. Leafing through an ethnographic study 
of Roma published in 1984, I suddenly came across a photograph of my 
mother as a young woman of twenty-five. She was sitting on a bench, 
wearing a floral skirt and headscarf, looking directly into the camera 
with an expression that seemed to ask: “Why are they photographing 
me and my family?” Later on, I realised she was pregnant with me at 
the time the photo was taken. In that moment, it became clear that 
long before my birth my mother’s body was objectified and exploited 
by social scientists, who constructed her in their research as “Gypsy.” 
The bitter irony is that although this photograph from 1984 depicts 
us, my family, we do not own the copyright to it, ergo I can not use 
it without a “Gadzo” permission. This lived experience is a poignant 
reminder that our Romani memories, narratives and representations are 
structurally controlled by the status quo through non-Romani lenses. 
On the book cover, I therefore chose to use a different photograph of 
my mother—the only one of her that I own—, for which she sat willingly 
around September 1991 (she passed away on 25 February 1992), and 
which is now displayed on my bookshelf. In the lower left corner of 
my mother’s portrait, there is a small holy card that my sister gave me 
for Christmas in 2014 before she committed suicide.

Published in: Mate, Dezso: “Gypsy” Genesis. Reclaiming Romani Memories and Resilience, Heidelberg: Heidelberg 
University Publishing, 2026 (Interdisciplinary Studies in Antigypsyism – Book Series of the Research Centre on 
Antigypsyism, Volume 7). DOI: https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.1720



﻿

Books Shown on the Cover 

Barany, Zoltan: The East European Gypsies: Regime Change, Marginality, 
and Ethnopolitics, Cambridge 2002.

Dembowski, Peter F.: Memoirs Red and White: Poland, the War, and 
After, Notre Dame, Indiana 2015.

Geuss, Raymond: Outside Ethics, Princeton 2005.
Grellmann, Heinrich Moritz Gottlieb: Dissertation on the Gipsies / His-

torischer Versuch über die Zigeuner, Raper, Matthew (trans.), London 
1787.

Kemény, István (ed.): Roma of Hungary, New York 2005.
Knox, Robert: The Races of Man: A Fragment, London: H. Renshaw 1850.
Lombroso, Cesare: Criminal Man, Lombroso-Ferrero, Gina (ed.), New York 

and London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, The Knickerbocker Press 1911.
Marcus, Eric: Making History: The Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Equal 

Rights, 1945–1990, New York 1992.
Mayall, David: Gypsy Identities, 1500–2000, New York 2004.
Pusca, Anca (ed.): Roma in Europe: Migration, Education, and Represen

tation, New York 2012.
Ryn, Zdzisław Jan (ed.): Auschwitz Survivors: Clinical-Psychiatric Studies, 

Kraków 2013.
Simson, Walter: A History of the Gipsies: With Specimens of the Gipsy 

Language, New York: M. Doolady; London: Sampson Low, Son, and 
Marston 1866.

Utasi, Ágnes; Mészáros, Ágnes (eds.): Cigánylét: Műhelytanulmányok, 
Budapest: MTA Politikai Tudományok Intézete 1991.

Willems, Wim: In Search of the True Gypsy: From Enlightenment to 
Final Solution, London 1997.

Wodiczko, Krzysztof: Out/Inside(rs), DOX Centre for Contemporary 
Art, Prague 2013.


