
 255

About the Authors

Laila Abu-Er-Rub holds a PhD in anthropology from Heidelberg Univer-
sity. She is currently the academic coordinator of the interdisciplinary 
Indo-German Centre of Advanced Studies (ICAS: MP) in New Delhi, funded 
by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). The 
project investigates the “Metamorphoses of the Political in the Long Twen-
tieth Century.” Before her posting in India’s capital, she coordinated the 
Research Area “Public Spheres” at Heidelberg University’s Cluster of Excel-
lence “Asia and Europe in a Global Context” (2012–2017) and the HERA 
(Humanities in the European Research Area) SINGLE project “Creating the 
‘New’ Asian Woman: Entanglements of Urban Space, Cultural Encounters, 
and Gendered Identities in Shanghai and Delhi” (2013–2016). Her research 
interests include visual and material culture, fashion studies, advertising, 
colorism, and gender.

Lucie Bernroider is a research associate at the Collaborative Research 
Center “Re-Figuration of Spaces” (Technical University of Berlin). Her main 
research interests concern middle-class spatialization, urban change, gen-
der, and the study of political violence and social memory. She has worked 
on various projects, including the HERA project “Creating the ‘New’ Asian 
Woman: Entanglements of Urban Space, Cultural Encounters, and Gen-
dered Identities in Shanghai and Delhi” (2013–2016) at the University of 
Heidelberg and the digital archiving project “Trans-Border Religion in the 
Nepal-Sikkim borderlands” (2020–2021) at the Center for Interdisciplinary 
Research and Documentation of Inner and South Asian Cultural History 
(CIRDIS), University of Vienna.

Prof. Dr. Christiane Brosius  https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1942-5381
is professor of visual and media anthropology at the Heidelberg Centre 
for Transcultural Studies. She currently heads the Nepal Heritage Docu-
mentation Project with Prof. Dr. Axel Michaels  (Heidelberg Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities), and is the Principal Investigator of the research 
project “Heritage as Placemaking. The Politics of Solidarity and Erasure.” 
With Dr. Arunava Dasgupta, urban designer at the School of Planning and 
Architecture in Delhi, and Sujan Chitrakar (Centre for Art and Design at 
the Kathmandu University), she lead the themed network Urban Trans-
formation and Placemaking: Fostering Learning from South Asia and 
Germany (2020–2023) funded by the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD). From 2013–2016, Christiane was the Principal Investigator of the 
EU-funded international research project “Creating the ‘New’ Asian Woman: 
Entanglements of Urban Space, Cultural Encounters, and Gendered Identi-
ties in Shanghai and Delhi.” Since 2000, Christiane has studied changes in 

Published in: Brosius, Christiane, Jeroen de Kloet, Laila Abu-Er-Rub, and Melissa Butcher, eds. 
2024. Being Single in the City. Cultural Geographies of Gendered Urban Space in Asia. Heidelberg 
Studies on Transculturality 11. Heidelberg: Heidelberg University Publishing.  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.1425

https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1942-5381
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1942-5381
https://www.asia-europe.uni-heidelberg.de/en/
https://www.asia-europe.uni-heidelberg.de/en/
https://danam.cats.uni-heidelberg.de/index.htm
https://danam.cats.uni-heidelberg.de/index.htm
https://spacetoplace.org/
https://spacetoplace.org/
https://spacetoplace.org/
https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.1425


256 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

globalizing cities, focusing on emotions and ritual practice, on contempo-
rary art production, cultural heritage, and intergenerational relations. Her 
main regional foci are Delhi and the Kathmandu Valley. 

Melissa Butcher  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5010-9133
is a former professor of social and cultural geography at Birkbeck, Uni-
versity of London, and currently the Programme Director at Cumberland 
Lodge, UK. She uses ethnographic, visual, and participatory methodolo-
gies to examine questions of identity and belonging within contexts of 
cultural change and contested urban space. She has been the Principal 
and Co-Investigator on several UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), Euro-
pean, and Academic Research Council-funded projects in USA, London, 
Delhi,  Singapore, and Sydney, including: “The Trouble with Freedom” 
(2022, https://thetrou blewithfreedom.wordpress.com/); “Learning from 
Small Cities: Governing Imagined Futures and the Dynamics of Change 
in India’s Smart Urban Age” (2018–2021, www.smartsmallcity.com); “Cre-
ating the ‘New’ Asian Woman: Entanglements of Urban Space, Cultural 
Encounters, and Gendered Identities in Delhi and Shanghai” (2013–2016, 
www.hera-single.de); and “Creating Hackney as Home” (2013–2015, www.
hack neyashome.co.uk). Melissa presents and writes regularly on issues 
relating to cultural diversity, mobility, gentrification, urban and youth 
cultures, social cohesion, globalization, and global human resources 
management.

Paromita Chakravarti is professor at the Department of English, and has 
been the director of the School of Women’s Studies at Jadavpur Univer-
sity in Kolkata. She completed her doctoral studies at the University of 
Oxford. She teaches Renaissance drama, women’s writing, sexuality, and 
film studies. Her work in the School of Women’s Studies has focused on 
education and sexuality. She has led national and international projects 
on gender representation in school textbooks, sexuality education, wom-
en’s higher education, homeless women, women in the Panchayati Raj 
and in self-help groups, as well as on HIV-positive women and children. 
She has worked with the state and central governments, the Women’s 
Commission (on the state and national levels) and government ministries 
of education, Panchayat, rural development, HIV control and preven-
tion boards, as well as with international universities on policy related 
to women’s education, empowerment, and heath. Her book Women 
Contesting Culture: Changing Frames of Gender Politics in India, co-edited 
with Kavita Panjabi, was published by Bhatkal & Sen in 2012. Her book 
on  Shakespeare and Indian Cinemas: “Local Habitations” was published by 
Routledge in 2018. She co-edited Asian Interventions in Global Shakespeare 
(Routledge 2020) with Poonam Trivedi and Ted Motohashi. Her anthol-
ogy of essays, Bengal-Italy: Transcultural Encounters From the Mid 19th to 
the Early 21st Century (Routledge, 2023), co-edited with Professor Mario 
Prayer has just been published.

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5010-9133
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5010-9133
https://thetroublewithfreedom.wordpress.com/
http://www.smartsmallcity.com
http://www.hera-single.de
http://www.hackneyashome.co.uk
http://www.hackneyashome.co.uk


257

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Yiu Fai Chow  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6743-8339
is professor at the Department of Humanities and Creative Writing at Hong 
Kong Baptist University. His publications cover gender politics and creative 
practices, including It’s my Party: Tat Ming Pair and the Postcolonial Politics of 
Popular Music in Hong Kong (Pelgrave, 2024, co-authored), Caring in Times of 
Precarity: A Study of Single Women Doing Creative Work in  Shanghai (Palgrave, 
2019) and Sonic Multiplicities: Hong Kong Pop and the Global Circulation of 
Sound and Image (Intellect, 2013, co-authored). Chow is also an award- 
winning writer in lyrics and prose. He has penned more than 1,000 lyrics 
for a variety of artists in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and mainland China. Lately, 
he is increasingly involved in multi-media projects.

Qingling Guo is a visual artist who lives and works in New Jersey. She 
graduated from the Stage Art Department of Shanghai Theatre Academy 
and was design director of the Creek Art Center (2004–2007) and Fei Con-
temporary Art Center (FCAC), Shanghai (2007–2015). She received, among 
others, the FIPRESCI (Fédération Internationale de la Presse Cinémato-
graphique) Award and an honorable mention by the International Jury at 
the 66th Oberhausen International Short Film Festival, Germany (2020, 
Producer); the VIDEOFORMES Award of the Conseil Départemental du Puy 
de Dôme, France (2021, Producer); and she is the recipient of the 2022 
Lillian Orlowsky and William Freed Grant. See also https://guoqingling.org.

Jeroen de Kloet  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2314-5424
is Professor of Globalisation Studies at the Department of Media Studies 
at the University of Amsterdam. He is affiliated with the Beijing Language 
and Culture University. He is also a member of the Royal Netherlands Acad-
emy of Art and Sciences (KNAW). He is the PI of RESCUE, funded by an ERC 
advanced grant. Publications include a book with Anthony Fung Youth Cul-
tures in China (Polity 2017), and the edited volumes Boredom, Shanzhai, and 
Digitization in the Time of Creative China (with Yiu Fai Chow and Lena Scheen, 
Amsterdam UP 2019) and Trans-Asia as Method: Theory and Practices (with 
Yiu Fai Chow and Gladys Pak Lei Chong, Rowman and Littlefield, 2019). His 
most recent book, co-authored with Yiu Fai Chow and Leonie Schmidt, is 
titled It’s My Party – Tatming Pair and the Postcolonial Politics of Popular Music 
in Hong Kong (Palgrave 2024). See also http://jeroendekloet.nl. 

Penn Tsz Ting Ip  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3619-8293
is an associate professor at the School of Arts and Social Sciences (A&SS) 
at Hong Kong Metropolitan University. She was assistant professor at 
the Department of Cultural Industry Management, the School of Media 
and Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University (2019–2023). Ip is 
the Shanghai research team leader of the Canadian Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council-funded partnership project “Urbanization, 
Gender and the Global South: A Transformative Knowledge Network 
(GenUrb)” based at the City Institute, York University, Toronto (Principal 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6743-8339
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6743-8339
https://guoqingling.org
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2314-5424
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2314-5424
http://jeroendekloet.nl
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3619-8293
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3619-8293


258 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Investigator: Prof. Linda Peake). Her research interests include gender and 
women’s studies, urban studies, migration studies, postcolonialism, and 
affect theory. Ip’s research has been published in the European Journal of 
Cultural Studies, Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, and Global Media and China. Ip is 
the first author of The Ordinary Women: Qualitative Research on Workers’ New 
Villages in Shanghai (2021, in Chinese, with Zhang Yu and Liu Xi).

Lucetta Y. L. Kam  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6548-5665
is an associate professor at the Academy of Language and Culture at Hong 
Kong Baptist University. She is the author of Shanghai Lalas: Female Tongzhi 
Communities and Politics in Urban China (Hong Kong University Press, 2013; 
Chinese edition 2015). Her publications on gender and sexuality in China, 
queer studies of Hong Kong, queer migration of Chinese women, and Sin-
ophone queer female fandom in East Asia are included in various journals 
and edited books. Her current projects are the transnational mobility of 
queer women in China and Hong Kong and queer Asian popular culture.

Kinneret Lahad  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1266-8457
is an associate Professor at the NCJW Women and Gender Studies Pro-
gram at Tel Aviv University, Israel. Her research interests are interdisciplin-
ary, spanning the fields of gender studies, sociology, and cultural studies. 
She has been involved in various prestigious research projects which have 
garnered international attention and praise, and materialized in publica-
tions in leading journals. Her book A Table for One: A Critical Reading of Sin-
glehood, Gender, and Time was published by Manchester University Press 
in 2017. Her publications have also appeared in journals such as Cultural 
Studies, European Journal of Women’s Studies, Israeli Sociology, Nora: Nordic 
Journal of Feminist and Gender Research, Sociology, Sociological Forum, Socio-
logical Review, Time and Society, Sociological Research Online, Theory, Criticism 
and Society, and Women’s Studies International Forum. Her current projects 
include independent and collaborative studies on aunthood, friendships, 
time and temporality, emotions and affects. She has been a visiting scholar 
at Columbia University, a visiting scholar and lecturer at Venice Interna-
tional University, a visiting lecturer at the Master MIM Erasmus Mundus 
Graduate program at Ca’ Foscari University in Venice, an honorary research 
fellow at Manchester University, and an Erasmus visiting scholar at Aarhus 
University, Ludwig Maximilian University (Munich), and the University of 
Glasgow.

Yin Shan Lo is a Hongkonger, cultural worker, and freelance journalist who 
was based in Beijing from 2008 to 2017.

Shilpa Phadke  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6580-610X
is professor at the School of Media and Cultural Studies, Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Mumbai. She is the co-author of the book Why Loiter? 
Women and Risk on Mumbai Streets (2011). She is the co-editor of Intimacy 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6548-5665
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6548-5665
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1266-8457
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1266-8457
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6580-610X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6580-610X


259

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

and Injury: In the Wake of #MeToo In India and South Africa (2022) and Yaari: 
An Anthology on Friendship by Women and Queer Folx (2023). She is the co- 
director of the documentary film Under the Open Sky (2016). Phadke is cur-
rently researching friendship and its possibilities and translating a diary 
written by her great-grandmother in 1921. She has published in academic 
books and journals in the areas of gender and urban public space, eth-
nographies of feminism, feminist pedagogy, risk and the city, middle-class 
sexualities, the middle classes and the new spaces of consumption in the 
city, feminist pedagogies, feminist parenting, and friendship. She also 
writes regularly in the popular media, both in print and online, on concerns 
related to gender and the city.

Chenying Pi is a Ph.D. candidate at the Heidelberg Centre for Transcul-
tural Studies, where she is completing her dissertation on how single pro-
fessional women in Shanghai negotiate femininities and contest gender 
norms in the midst of drastic social change. Her research interests focus 
on gender and popular culture in East Asia.

Sanjay Srivastava  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0461-3122
is British Academy Global Professor at the Department of Anthropology, 
SOAS University of London, and professor of sociology at the Institute of 
Economic Growth, Delhi. An anthropologist by training, his research focuses 
on cultures of modernity in India. His publications include Constructing 
Post-Colonial India: National Character and the Doon School ( Routledge, 
1998); Passionate Modernity: Sexuality, Class, and Consumption in India (Rout-
ledge, 2007); Sexuality Studies (contributing editor; Oxford University Press, 
2013); Entangled Urbanism: Slum, Gated Community, and Shopping Mall in 
Delhi and Gurgaon (Oxford University Press, 2015); Critical Themes in Indian 
Sociology (co-editor; SAGE, 2019); and (Hi)Stories of Desire: Sexualities and 
Culture in Modern India (co-editor; Cambridge University Press, 2020). His 
current research focuses on new urbanism, urban cultures, and changing 
relationships between the state, private capital, and the category of “the 
people.”

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0461-3122
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0461-3122

