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Dictionary of Newar Music Terms

Preparing a dictionary of Newari musical terms required collaboration with three local scholars 
and a German linguist, Dr. Ulrike Kölver. With her Nepalese team comprising of Iswarananda 
Shresthacarya, Daya Ratna Sakya and Nirmal Man Tuladhar she produced her massive ‘Dictionary 
of Contemporary Newari’1 and helped me to use a format based on her concept, supplying her 
grammatical definition of each included term. Over the years, I worked with her collaborators 
hunting for musical terms in the available Newari literature and in various archives and localities 
where thirteen dialects of Newari had to be considered. 

This project had progressed to a preliminary, unedited word list, when our lavishly paid word 
hunter, Iswarananda Shresthacarya took the liberty of publishing it under his name in a Tribhuvan 
University journal without informing me, just before he passed away. However, we continued 
compiling and correcting the word list until the early 1990s. At my advanced age, resuming work 
on such a time-consuming project as the originally planned ‘Illustrated Dictionary of Newari 
Music Terms’ seems very optimistic. Instead, I am including in this publication the final version 
of our word list with my translations.

Abbreviations of localities:
BKT: 	 Bhaktapur
KTM: 	 Kathmandu
PT: 	 Patan

1	 Kölver, U. 1994

Published in: Wegner, Gert-Matthias: Drumming in Bhaktapur: Music of the 
Newar People of Nepal, Heidelberg: Heidelberg University Publishing, 2023 
(Documenta Nepalica, Vol. 4). DOI: https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.1246

https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.1246
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cc  A
cvfcvf akhā, cf. ākhā
ctM ctM ataḥ, aj. alternate  ​-gāye, (gāla) to alter the 

succession of musical pieces
co\nfM co\nfM aylāḥ, n. (°lākha-) home-made liquor, 

offered to Nāsaḥdyaḥ as well as to musicians
clj{gclj{g arvin, n. (-gaḥ) (var. hārbin) Indian har-

monium used for bhajan accompaniment 
and śāstriya saṅgīt and—more recently—in 
some Newar flute and violin bands where it 
replaces transverse flutes (bsuri)

cnM cnM alaḥ, n. (°lakha-) castor    ​-pu, n. (-pu) 
castor-apple, used in pulped form by 

drum-makers to prepare the tuning paste 
(masalā) that is applied at the inner side of 
a drum head 

c:t/fc:t/f astarā, n. (-gū)  ​1. lālākhĩ piece in five 
beat metre, played with dāphā songs  ​2. tam-
vaḥ piece played by Jugi during Kumārī pro-
cessions (BKT)

c:t'ltc:t'lt astuti, n. (-pu) prayer (cf. tutaḥ); song 
of invocation, song at beginning and end of 
bhajan performance  ​-hāle, to praise a god 
through astuti

cfcf  Ā
cfv cfv ākhā, n. (°khāla-,​-gū) (var. akhā BKT; 

āḥkhāḥ Pṅgā; āḥgaḥ Bal.).  ​1. practice room  ​
2. backstage  ​-chẽ, n. (-khā) house with prac-
tice room where musical instruments are 
kept (cf. dāphāchẽ )

cfUof+ cfUof+ āgy, n. (-gū) (var. ujã ) order; pattern of 
behaviour prescribed by a guru for his music 
students

cfrfcfrf ācā, n. (-pu)  ​1. awl used by drum-makers 
to cut holes for drum straps  ​2. crochet-hook 
used by cobblers

cf/lt cf/lt ārati, n.  ​1. (-pvāḥ) ritual oil-wick lamp-
stand of dāphā groups    ​2. (-pu) final piece 
of dāphā performance, accompanying the 
lighting of ārati lamp-stand  ​-biye, (bila) to 
offer light to a god by lighting the lamp-stand

cfnfk cfnfk ālāp, n. (-gū) vocal solo prelude, to 
precede a dāphā song (cf. thalāḥkvalāḥ, 
cf. rāga kāyegu)    ​2. speaking, conversation  ​
-tvaḥte,    ​1.  to sing the ālāp prelude    ​2.  to 
praise oneself

cfMvfM cfMvfM āḥkhāḥ cf. ākhāḥ
cfMufMcfMufM āḥgāḥ cf. ākhāḥ

OO  I
Ogfo\ Ogfo\ ināy, n. pr. (°nāsa-)  ​1. Lord Gaṇeśa god 

of success, accomplishment, and drumming  ​
2. peaceful aspect of the god of music and 
dance, Nāsaḥdyaḥ  ​-dyaḥ, n. (deva-) id.

Odg /fu Odg /fu iman rāga, n. (-pu) mvālĩ piece played 
by Jugi while going for a pūjā

O:tld O:tld istami, n. (-kū “piece”) root of a medic-
inal plant used as a remedy for sore throats 
of singers (cf. bvajhva)
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pp  U
prt+ prt+ ucatã, n. (°tana-,​-pu) stiletto used by 

drum-makers and cobblers (fam. lapi)
ph+ph+ ujã, n. (-gu) (var. āgy  ) order; pattern of 

behaviour prescribed by a guru for his music 
students

PP  E
PstfMPstfM ektā, n. (-gū) lālākhĩ piece, played with 

dāphā songs (BKT)
Psdf+ Psdf+ ekam, n. (-gū) gũlābājā tāla (KTM)

ss  KA
s s ka, onp. drumming syllable
s“o\ s“o\ kãy, n. bronze  ​-kaḥ, n. (-pu) bell of shawm  ​

-cu, n. (°cuna-) powdered bronze, used to 
decorate tuning paste on drum heads   ​-thā, 
n. (-pāḥ) bronze disc struck with wooden 
hammer, used in dāphā, dhalcā, KTM dhi-
maybājā  ​-pā and -pī BKT cf. tāĩnāĩ 

s+ s+ kã,    ​1.  onp. drumming syllable (dhimay, 
lālākhĩ)    ​2.  n. (°khana-,​-gū) wooden rattle 
(syn. kartāl )

srf srf kacā, n. (-gū) branch, sect    ​-nāyaḥ, n. 
(°yala-) leader of a music group

slr slr kaci, aj.  ​1. uncooked  ​2. unripe  ​-macāme, 
n. (-pu) plaintive song, sung when children 
were exiled from the Kathmandu Valley dur-
ing smallpox epidemies

shL shL kajī, n. anim. (°jila-)  ​1. leader of dāphā 
group   ​2. sponsor, donor    ​3. manager, con-
vener  ​4. organizer of a big pūjā 

stf+u'nL stf+u'nL katguli cf. katgulu
stf+u'n' stf+u'n' katgulu, n. anim. (var. katguli)    ​

1. member of dāphā group, acting as messen-
ger and manager’s assistant    ​2. submember 
of a guthi

stf+dl/ stf+dl/ katmari, n. anim. rag doll  ​-pyākh, 
n. (°khana-,​-pu/-gū) puppet play, marionet 
show (cf. dayālachmi pyākhã )

sly sly kathi, n. (-pu) stick (cf. dhimay-, dh -)    ​
-cā, n. (-pu)    ​1.  drum stick    ​2.  sl. penis    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) stick dance

sg sg kana, n. (-pu) short natural trumpet played 
by tailor-musicians during dvĩmāju-jātrā 
(BKT)

sgfy sgfy kanātha, n. (-pu)    ​1.  Western trum-
pet adopted by Damāi tailor-musicians    ​
2.  straight natural trumpet with large bell 
(nep. karnāl )

skf+o\ skf+o\ kapy, n. (-kū)    ​1.  cotton    ​2.  cotton 
binding used to seal the gap between staple 
and body of a shawm  ​-phenegupyākhã, n. 
(°khana-,​-gū) spinning dance

s/tfn s/tfn kartāl, n. (-gu) wooden rattle used for 
keeping the time in a bhajan performance 
(fam. kã )

s?gfdo s?gfdo Karunāmay, n. anim.  ​1. Compassion 
aspect of the Buddha    ​2.  Matsyendranāth 
(white or red)    ​-me, n. (-pu) (var. karunā-
mayyā me) song in praise of Karunāmay 

snKofv+ snKofv+ kalaḥpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) (var. 
kallipyākhã BKT) dance with two baskets 
suspended from a stick (for offerings)

sj+Kofv+ sj+Kofv+ kavãpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) (var. 
kavãcāpyākhã ) skeleton dance (cf. bhailapy-
ākhã, devipyākhã BKT)
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sMlv+ sMlv+ kaḥkhĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) (var. dhāḥ) 
main drum of navabājā ensemble (BKT), 
decorated with horns of fighting ram

sf“o\ sf“o\ ky, n. (°syāla-,​-pā) (var. chusyāḥ sichyāḥ) 
pair of flat, thin-walled cymbals (term is only 
applied by BKT butchers)

sf+ sf+ k, cf. kāhā
sf+tf+baba sf+tf+baba ktdabadaba  cf. dabadaba
sflvkM sflvkM kākhipaḥ, n. (pata-,​-pu) thread used by 

drum-maker while fastening the drum hide 
to hold it in position

sflrsf sflrsf kācikā, n. (-pu)  ​1. cotton string  ​2. cot-
ton string used to secure leaves of shawm 
reeds

sflt+Kofv+M sflt+Kofv+M kātĩpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) annual 
dance-drama of PT, played after mvahani

sfkM sfkM kāpaḥ, n. (-kū)    ​1. cloth   ​2. cotton cloth 
used to seal the gap between staple and body 
of shawm 

sfGxf/f sfGxf/f kānhārā, n. (-pu) a rāga employed in 
KTM gũlābājā

sfxf sfxf kāhā, n. (-pu) (var. k  )  ​1. long straight 
horn used in death processions and other 
major ritual events  ​2. kāhā group  ​-khalaḥ, 
n. (°laka-) kāhā group  ​-bājā, n. (jana-) set 
of kāhā

ls ls ki, -jyā, n. (-gū) playing a string instrument 
with a bow  ​-pu, n. (-gū) id.    ​-sā, n.    ​1.  id.    ​
2. (-pu) bow  ​-su, n. (-gū) id.

lsgf/f lsgf/f kinārā, n. (-pu) graceful ending of 
dāphā song after the drums have stopped 
(syn. sijāḥ)

lso] lso] kiye, (kila)    ​1.  to play a stringed instru-
ment with a bow  ​2. to saw, to scratch a line

ls;nLls;nL kisalī cf. kisalĩ
ls;nL+ ls;nL+ kisalĩ, n. (°lina-,​-gaḥ) (var. -salī ) clay 

cup filled with rice, betelnut and coin as a 
reminder of vow made to learn something. 
In case of musical apprenticeship two kisalī 
symbolizing Nāsaḥdyaḥ and Haimādyaḥ are 
kept in the practising room, where students 
must worship these gods every day

sL sL kī, n.   ​1. bowing  ​2. sawing  ​-kayāḥtvāl-
hāye, (lhāta) to change a rhythm    ​-kāye, 
(kāla, kayā) to change a piece (drumming)   ​
-gubājã, n. (jana-,​-gaḥ) bowed instrument 
(general term)

s'rf s'rf kucā, n. (-gū) piece (also musical)
s'dfM s'dfM kumāḥ, n. anim. (°māla-) (var. kumhāḥ) 

potter    ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) potters’ 
dance (Pṅgā)

s'Dxf s'Dxf kumhāḥ cf. kumāḥ
s]bf/ s]bf/ kedāra, n. (-pu) a rāga played during PT 

gũlābājā
s}nfz s}nfz kailāśa, n. (-pu) id.
Sj Sj kva, bfp. (low, lower)    ​-jāḥ, n. (°jāla-)    ​

1. change to lower octave  ​2. low pitch  ​-lā, 
n. (-gū) (var. -lāḥ) id. (cf. kvalāh s.v.)  ​-lāye, 
(lātā) to sing in low pitch  ​-lāḥ see kvalā

Sjlv+rf Sjlv+rf kvakhĩcā cf. kvakhĩ 
Sjrflv+ Sjrflv+ kvacākhĩ cf. kvakhĩ 
Sjs'Sjs' kvaku cf. bãy
Sjlv+ Sjlv+ kvakhĩ, n. (-gaḥ) (var. kvakhĩcā, 

kvãcākhĩ, bāgaḥkhĩ Pṅgā)-single- headed 
drum with tuning paste (khau) and a hole in 
its base, which can be muted with the player’s 
left hand 

SjtfM SjtfM kvatāḥ 1, n. (°tāla-,​-gaḥ) (var. kvatākhĩ, 
pastāḥ, pañcatāl, pãytākhĩ compound drum: 
horizontal barrel drum (small lālākhĩ ) tied 
together with a small vertical cylindrical 
drum (kvatāḥ yā macā=kvatāḥ’s child). Each 
drum has two heads, but the lower head of 
the vertical drum is not played. Used in caryā 
dance, gũlābājā, navabājā 

SjtfM SjtfM kvatāḥ 2, n. anim. (°tāla-) skilled art-
ist or musician    ​-mvaḥ, n. anim. (°mvala-) 
leader of music group 

Sjno Sjno kvalaya, n. (-pu) name of a cacā song 
sung in connection with dhalcākhāke in Nag 
and nakĩkhāke in PT. It is sung to induce a 
state of shaking in the participants.
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Sjnl; Sjnl; kvalasi, n. (-pu) type of cacā song sung 
during khaḥ pyākhã when a melancholic and 
tearful mood is asked for

Sjnf Sjnf kvalā, n. (-pu) a rāga played during PT 
gũlābājā

Sjxkf Sjxkf kvahapā, n.    ​1. (-pā) overbaked brick    ​
2.  (-kū) (“piece”) fragment of overbaked 

brick used by drum makers to roughen drum 
hide before applying tuning paste

Sj]+s' Sj]+s' kvẽku, n. (-pu) mandrel used in the con-
struction of shawm reeds

Sj]gf Sj]gf kvenā, n. (-pu) a drumming piece (PT 
gũlābājā)

vv  KH
v v kha, onp. drumming syllable (dhimay, 

lālākhĩ)
vf} vf} khau, n. (khali-)  ​1. circular black area on 

drum head, used as permanent tuning paste  ​
2.  mixture out of which khau is prepared    ​
3. dough made of wheat flour and water, used 
as temporary tuning paste on deep sounding 
drum head of pachimā  ​-cũ, n. (cuna-,​-phuti 
“drop” etc) id.    ​-tā-ye, vp. (tāla) to apply 
khau to a drum  ​-pval-e, vp. to remove defec-
tive khau from drum head   ​-buigulvahã, n. 
(hãta-,​-gaḥ) stone to rub and smoothen khau  ​
-bval-e, vp. (for khau) to be destroyed by 
long use

vf}df vf}df khaumā, n.  ​1. (-gaḥ) large bell  ​2. (-jvāḥ) 
set of large bells worn around waist by lākhay 
dancers

v/hlt v/hlt kharjati, n. (-gu) atāla (dāphā, nava-
bājā, gũlābājā)

vnM vnM khalaḥ 1 n. (°laka-,​-gū) group (cf. dāphā-; 
pyākhã-; bājã-)

vnM vnM khalaḥ 2 n. anim. (°laka-) member of 
musical group (syn. dujaḥ)

v+hln v+hln khãjali, n. (-pā) small type of cymbals 
(fam. khvālimāli)

vGbln vGbln khandali, n. (-gaḥ) small, single-headed 
frame drum (PT navabājã)

vMvM khaḥ 1 n. (°khata-)  ​1. (-gū) temporary stage 
for dance or drama   ​2. (-d) chariot    ​3. (-d) 
ceremonial palanquin    ​4.  (-gū) scaffold    ​

-pyākhã, n. (khana-,​-gu) stage drama; ballet 
(cf. dabūpyākhã = full play)

vM vM khaḥ 2 n. (khava-) left-hand-side  ​-lākāḥ, 
n. anim. (°kāla-) second best drummer in 
a dāphā music class   ​-lāgy, n. anim. (var. 
khaḥlāgy, khālāgāyẽ) second best singer in 
dāphā music class

vfo] vfo] khā-ye, vp. (for a dancer) to shake while 
possessed

vfln vfln khāli, n.  ​1. aj. empty  ​2. (-gū) off-beat; 
without clap (cf. tāli = with clap)

lvrf lvrf khīcā, anim. dog  ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​
-gū) dog dance (cf. bhailapyākhã BKT)

lv+ lv+ khĩ, n. (khina-,​-gaḥ)    ​1.  drum (general)    ​
2. lālākhĩ; double drum with tuning paste on 
both heads, used for dāphā and dance accom-
paniment  ​-thā-ye, vp. (thāta) to play a drum  ​
-pūjā, n. (-gū) (var. khĩpvupūjā) offering for 
Nāsaḥdyaḥ by music students (cf. Nāsaḥpūjā, 
pirānepūjā, hanepūjā)

v' v' khu, onp. drumming syllable (dhimay)
v] v] khe, cv. lullaby  ​-cā-ye, vp. (cāla) to sing a 

song while washing the face of a god’s image  ​
-then-e, vp.  ​1. to put a child to sleep with a 
lullaby: hũnāyaḥ putā cha mha dhukū yāta 
nhã āu nauca kahvay dhala madu dhayā nhã  ​
2. (for child) to put oneself to sleep with a 
lullaby  ​-hāle-e, vp. id. (fam)

VofnM VofnM khyālaḥ, n. (-gū) humorous drama or 
short play
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Vofn+afh+Vofn+afh+ khyālãbājã, n. (-gaḥ) small dou-
ble-headed drum (syn. ghĩtmali) (fam. 
magaḥkhĩ)

Vofln Vofln khyāli, n. (-gū) joke, jest  ​-kũ, n. (°kuna-,​
-gū)  ​1. ironic joke  ​2. ironic joke as a section 
of drama performance  ​-nhili, n. (-gū) joke, 
jest  ​-me, n. (-pu) joke song  ​-van-e,vp (nep. 
dohare gīt) to sing a duet (boys and girls 
alternating in two groups)

VofM VofM khyāḥ, n. anim. (khyāka-) goblin; ghost    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) goblin dance    ​
-bājã, n. (jana-,​-gaḥ) (var. khyālãbājã) 
drums which are not used in dāphā but for 
dance accompaniment (e.g. magaḥkhĩ)

Vj Vj khva, bfp (weep)  ​-khanā, n. (-gū) weeping  ​
-khanāme, n. (-pu) sad song    ​-lu, n. (-gū) 
id.  ​-lu pcā-ye, vp. (cāla) to cause an actor to 
burst into tears spontaneously (by reciting a 
certain cacā song during khaḥpyākhã)  ​-saḥ, 
n. (-ka) mood of sorrow  ​-va-ye, vp. (vala) to 
burst into tears spontaneously (on stage)  ​-su, 

n. (-gū) weeping, lamenting    ​-suva-ye, vp. 
(vala) to weep by inspiration from singing

Vjla Vjla khvabi, n. tear    ​-picā-ye, vp. (cāla) to 
weep; to burst into tears  ​-lu,  ​1. aj. whining, 
always ready to weep    ​2. n anim. whining 
person; easy weeper  ​-lume, n. (-pu) pathetic 
song

VjM;M VjM;M khvaḥsaḥ, n. (-d) husky, breathy voice, 
as if about to weep

Vjft' Vjft' khvātu, aj. thick    ​-saḥ, n. (sala-,​-r) 
breathy voice with deep register

Vjlndfln Vjlndfln khvālimāli, n. (-pā) pair of small 
cymbals (cf. khãjali, jhyāli, bau, baucā)    ​
-thā-ye, vp. (thāta)  ​1. to play cymbals  ​2. (sl) 
lesbian sexual activity

Vjf‘odnf Vjf‘odnf khvymalā, n. (-pā) pair of khvālimāli 
(Pṅgā)

VjfM VjfM khvāḥ, n. (°khvala-,​-pāḥ) face    ​-ken-e, 
vp. to prelude, to play an introductory drum 
piece (lit to show sound)  ​-pāḥ, n. (pāta-,​-r) 
mask 

uu  G
uf} uf} gau, n. (°gali-,​-gū) (var. gu BKT)  ​1. short 

dhimay pieces, played as a contrast to the 
basic processional pattern nhyāḥ  ​2. particu-
lar type of dh composition (BKT navabājā)  ​
-kā-ye, vp. (kala, kayā) to signal to the other 
players a change to another gau  ​-va-ye, vp. 
(vala) (for gau) to be performed well

u0fklt Ujf/f u0fklt Ujf/f gaṇapati gvārā, n. (-pu) a drum-
ming piece (KTM gũlābājā)

u0f]zltdf‘ u0f]zltdf‘ gaṇeśa tim, n. (-gū) id.
uTTff uTTff gattā, n. (-gaḥ) (var. gatā) tuning peg 

(drum)  ​-phvā-ye, vp. (phyāta) to tune drum 
by moving gattā up or down

uly uly gathi, n. (-d) knot, joint (of drum leather 
strap)

uy' uy' gathu, n. anim. (var. gāthā BKT) caste of 
gardeners and Navadurgā dancers; gardener  ​

-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū)    ​1. dance of the 
Navadurgā of Bhaktapur  ​2. Pachali Bhairava 
dance organized by gathu (KTM)

ug]BM ug]BM ganedyaḥ, n. anim. (dave-) Lord Gaṇeśa; 
worshipped by music students during 
apprenticeship

u/hlhgf u/hlhgf garajajina, (-pu) first of a set of three 
songs known as bhū-cacā (lit feast cacā) 
sung at the end of ritual feast while disposing 
of left-overs (to ward off evil spirits)

ukM ukM gaḥpaḥ, n. (°pata-,​-pu)   ​1. nape  ​2. neck  ​
-tapvuk-e, vp. to swell one’s neck out of 
strain while singing  ​-mvāk-e, vp. id.

u‘ u‘ gã, n. (°gana-,​-gaḥ) bell; gong  ​-yã, n. (yana-,​
-gu) lasting sound of bell
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u‘Kofv+ u‘Kofv+ gãpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) general term 
for mask dance (lit family dance) of twelve 
gods (cf. gathu pyākhã; Sveta Kālī pyākhã )

ufO+ ufO+ gāĩ, n. anim. (°yāna-) (var. gāy, gāyẽ ) 
caste of Nepali-speaking bards who accom-
pany themselves on four-stringed fiddle 
sāraṅgī    ​-cā, id.    ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 
satirical dance impersonating such bards 
(BKT)  ​-me, n. (-pu) song of the gāĩ

ufl5+ ufl5+ gāchĩ, n. (-pā) (var. gāchẽ ) painted screen 
with image of Nāsaḥdyaḥ, shown before 
dance drama starts (PT)

ufyf ufyf gāthā, n. anim. cf. gathu
lutf/ lutf/ gitār, n. (gaḥ) guitar
u' u' gu, n. (-gū) cf. gau
u'h/flt u'h/flt gujarāti, n. (-pu) a type of straight 

shawm imported from Gujarat by members 
of Jvagi caste

u'yL u'yL guṭhī, n. (-gū) social organization for 
ritual functions  ​-pūjā, n. (-ka) annual pūjā 
of guṭhī, including a feast for all members

u'lgk'lg u'lgk'lg gunipuni, n. cf. gũpuni
u'efh' u'efh' gubhāju, n. anim. (var. gubhāḥju)    ​

1.  Buddhist priest (bajrācārya)    ​2.  pyãtāḥ 
player (caste)  ​3. cacā singer

u'¿ u'¿ guru, n. h.  ​1. religious priest  ​2. instruc-
tor; music teacher  ​-m, n. h. (mama-) guru’s 
wife)

u'‘u'‘ g nr. b. nine  ​-puni, n. (var. gunupuni, guni-
punī BKT) full moon of gũlā which marks 
beginning of nine days festival (sāpāru)    ​
-lā, n. (-r) ninth month of Newar calendar    ​
-lādharma, n. (-gū) practice of going to 
Svayaṃbhū and other holy places for the 
hole month of gũlā, playing musical instru-
ments and reciting tutaḥ  ​-lābājã, n. (°jana-,​
-thvaḥ)    ​1.  set of instruments used during 
gũlā processions    ​2. processional music of 
the Buddhist groups    ​-lāseva, n. (-gū) cf. 
gũlādharma  ​-punipyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 
seasonal drama to be played at the cross-
roads during gũpuni (cf. jyāpupyākhã)

u|x u|x graha, n. (-gū)  ​1. planet  ​2. mode  ​3. rhythm
Ujn] Ujn] gval-e, vt.  ​1. to enlarge a hole (drum mak-

ing  ​2. sl. to seduce a woman
UjM UjM gvaḥ, n. (-gaḥ) body of drum  ​-ācā, n. (-pu) 

awl used by drum maker
Ujf/f Ujf/f gvārā, n. (-gū) (var. gvarā BKT) drum-

ming piece of gũlābājā

33  GHA
3+unf 3+unf ghãgala, n. (-gaḥ) (var. ghasula) ankle 

bell    ​-māḥ, n. (°māla-,​-māḥ) set of small 
bells worn around dancer’s ankles or waist

3o\ k'o] 3o\ k'o] ghay puye, (pula)  ​1. to re-establish a 
rhythm (after it has gone astray)  ​2. to re-es-
tablish the pitch (after it has been lost)

3jfM 3jfM ghavāḥ, n. anim. (°vāla-)  ​1. owner of a 
water mill  ​2. driver  ​-me, n. (-pu) unskilled 
song

3;'nf 3;'nf ghasula, n. (-gaḥ) cf. ghãgala
3ft' 3ft' ghātu, n. (-pu) pathetic tune  ​-me, n. (-pu) 

plaintive song sung at pāhcaray during the 

month of cillā    ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) tune of 
ghātu

l3+ l3+ ghĩ, onp. sound produced by left hand on 
a double headed drum  ​-tgisi, n. (-gū, -ka) 
stick dance performed by children during 
sāpāru (BKT)    ​-tmali, n.    ​1. (-gaḥ) small 
double-headed drum (syn. khyālãbājã ) (fam. 
magaḥkhĩ  ​2. n. anim. child dancer  ​3. (-pu) 
musical mode)  ​-tmalipyākhã, n. (°khana-,​
-gū) dance with ghĩtmali drum    ​-tmali-
lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) song sung with ghĩtmali 
drum
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3'n' 3'n' ghulu, n. (-pu) buffalo horn played dur-
ing gũlā by oilpressers of BKT, Thimi and 
Banepa (cf. ghvar neku)

3'+ 3'+ ghũ, onp. drumming syllable (dhimay) 
3]+ 3]+ ghẽ, onp. id. 
£j £j ghva, n. (-pu) drumming piece of KTM 

gũlābājã; fourth section of gvārā
£j+;M £j+;M ghvãsaḥ, n. (°sala-) low pitched sound; 

low notes
£j/ £j/ ghvar, n. (-pu) lower octave of shawm or 

flute  ​-neku, n. (-pu) buffalo horn played dur-
ing glā (cf. ghulu)

£j+;fM £j+;fM ghvasāḥ, n.  ​1. (-kū ‘piece’) split bamboo 
to close top end of a notch flute   ​2. (-gū) a 
lālākhĩ drumming piece (BKT)

£jM/ £jM/ ghvaḥra, n. (-pu) large type of transverse 
flute (cf. tīp)

£jfO“gfO“ £jfO“gfO“ ghvāĩnāĩ, n. (-pū) long bamboo pole 
decorated with yāk tail and tassels, used as 
mace, carried in step with the rhythm of 
KTM dhimay groups (syn. tāĩnāĩ, tāĩnāĩgh-
vāĩnāĩ, dhujyāmujyā)

ªª  ṄA
8v 8v ṅakha, n. (-pu) horn (BKT general) (cf. 

neku)
8fnf sfo\u' 8fnf sfo\u' ṅālā kāygu, vp. (kala, kayā) a Nava-

durgā ritual where Seto Bhairav tries to catch 
boys for sacrifice (BKT)

8fKofv+8fKofv+ ṅāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū)    ​1.  fish 
dance (BKT)  ​2. a lālākhĩ pattern

rr  CA
rpdf rpdf caumā, n. (-gū) a drumming piece used 

in gũlābājā (KTM, PT)  ​-sa, n. (-pu) a rāga 
used in dāphā

r+3fo] r+3fo] cãghāye, (ghāta) to join a metal ring to 
drum straps for easy adjustment of tension

rsf/f rsf/f cakārā, n. (-gū) standardized intro-
duction to a pañcatāl drumming piece. The 
drummer chants cakārā using the syllables 
ca-ca

rSsf rSsf cakkā, n. (-cakka/-gū)    ​1. circle    ​2. cf. 
pvatā

rr rr caca, n. (-ka)    ​1. signal to be shouted by 
lead drummer to indicate entry to other play-
ers BKT  ​2. syllables of cakārā 

 rrf rrf cacā, n. (-pu) (skt. caryā) Buddhist 
Tantric songs. The skt. texts are sung to dif-
ferent rāgas and tālas with the three sections 
rāga kāygu, dhuvã kāygu , and caraṇa. The 

only accompanying instrument is a pair of 
thick-walled cymbals (tāḥ). Cacā are sung 
in secrecy and are said to help singers attain 
magical powers.  ​-hāle, to sing a cacā song  ​
-hike, to perform a secret rite in which sev-
eral drinks are provided in skull cups dur-
ing cacā singing   ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana,-gū) 
Tantric Buddhist dance performed by 
Bajrācārya in the secrecy of their clan god 
house (āgaṃchẽ) in order to attain magical 
powers

rt+Hj+rf rt+Hj+rf catãjvãcā, n. anim. antagonist of the 
monster in lākhay dance (Jala) cf. jhyālĩ

rlt rlt cati, cf. cāti
r/0f r/0f caraṇa, n. (-pu) section of a cacā 
rly{k'hf rly{k'hf carthipūjā n. (-ka) final pūjā of drum-

ming apprenticeship at Ināre Ganedyaḥ 
(BKT)
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rn+ rn+ calã 1, n. (°lana-,​-gū) (var. cilã )  ​1. refrain 
of a song  ​2. stanza of a poem

rn+ rn+ calã 2, n. (-gū) section of cav
rln rln cali, n. (-gū) (var. cāli)    ​1.  lālākhĩ tāla 

(dāphā)  ​2. a tamvaḥ drumming piece played 
during Kumāri processions by Jugi (BKT)

rlNt rlNt calti, n. (-gū) a tāla (navabājā, nāykhĩbājā, 
gũlābājā)

rjf+ rjf+ cav, n. (-gū) dh drumming piece of BKT 
navabājā and Sāymi gũlābājā

rx rx caha, n. (-ka) signal to be shouted by lead 
drummer to indicate entry to other players 
(cf. caca , ha)

rf rf cā, onp. dh drumming syllable (Śākya 
gũlābājā)

rf+kf rf+kf cpā, n. (-pā) interlaced pad of small bells 
worn around dancer’s ankles

rflt rflt cāti, n. (-pu) (var. cati) ram horn with 
bamboo mouth-piece, played by Sāymi dur-
ing gũlā (BKT) (cf. neku)

rfaf+ rfaf+ cāb, n. (fam. chub  )  ​1. prelude  ​2. main 
theme of a drumming composition (navabājā)

rfln rfln cāli, cf. cali
rfMd'n' rfMd'n' cāḥmulu n. (-pu) (fam. chẽsu-ācā) big 

awl used by drum-makers
lrp“ld lrp“ld ciũmi, n. anim. composer
lrlv+ lrlv+ cikhĩ, n. (-pu) leather strap of a drum
lrrf;M lrrf;M cicāsaḥ, aj. soft (for voice) (BKT) cf. 

cisaḥ
lrrfxfu' BMNxfo\u' lrrfxfu' BMNxfo\u' cicāhāḥgu dyaḥlhāygu, n. 

shortened form of dyaḥlhāygu, to be played 
while dhimaybājā procession passes a god

lrgf lrgf cinā, aj.  ​1. compact  ​2. composed  ​3. con-
nected, joined   ​-khã, n. (-pu) poetry; lyric; 
song  ​-bākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) novel (mod.)  ​
-me, n. (-pu) duet song (fam. jvaḥme) sung 
by boys and girls

lrgfkfsrf lrgfkfsrf cināypākcā, cf. cimpākcā
lrg] lrg] cine, to compose (a song, melody, poem)
lrKjfo] lrKjfo] cipavāye, (vāta) to dispose of the 

remains of feast while singing bhūcacā; this 

item consists of three cacā; garjajina, dvib-
huja, namāmi

lrk'nlk lrk'nlk cipulapi, n. (-pu) small stiletto used by 
drum-makers

lrDkfsrf lrDkfsrf cimpākcā, n. anim. antagonist of 
the monster in lākhay dance (Pāṅgā) (var. 
cināypākcā) cf. jhyālĩ 

lrn+ lrn+ cilã, cf. calã
lr;M lr;M cisaḥ, aj. soft (for voice) (KTM) cf. 

cicāsaḥ
lr;f lr;f cisā, cf. cikhĩ
lr+ lr+ cĩ, n. (cina-,​-gū) mark  ​-khine, to mark a 

drum strap before cutting  ​-taye, (tala)  ​1. id. 
(lit. put)  ​2. to mark a drum hide for making 
holes for drum strap

rLeM rLeM cībhāḥ, n. (°bhāla-,​-gaḥ) Buddhist 
shrine; small stūpa  ​-pūjā, n. (-gū) procession 
with gũlābājā playing invocations at all the 
shrines of a locality

rL/ rL/ cīr, n. (-kū ‘piece’)    ​1.  cloth; flag-stand 
(KTM, PT)    ​2.  wooden phallus displayed 
during holi (BKT)    ​-thane, to erect a flag 
pole on the first day of holi while singing 
hvalime (BKT, KTM, PT)    ​-vāye, (vāta) 
to take down and throw away flags on the 
last day of holi, while singing dhamār with 
dhalak drum accompaniment (by Śrestha of 
thãbahi)  ​-svāye, (svata) to erect flag pole on 
the first day of holi, while singing hvalime 

r'sM r'sM cukaḥ, n. (°kala-,​-pu) (var. cukuḥ) split 
bamboo for closing top end of a notch flute 
(fam. ghvasā)

r's'M r's'M cukuḥ, cf. cukaḥ
r'Dkfsrf r'Dkfsrf cumpākacā, n. anim. antagonist of the 

monster in lākhay dance (Banepa) cf. jhyālĩ
r'n' r'n' culu,    ​1.  aj. slippery    ​2.  n. quick step    ​

-palāḥ, n. (°lakha-) slipping while dancing
RofgfrfuM RofgfrfuM cyānācāgaḥ, n. (°gala-) standard fee 

of eight anas and one pice given to the guru 
during a pūjā

RofDkfsrf RofDkfsrf cyāmpākacā, n. anim. antagonist of 
the monster in lākhay dance (Bāde) cf. jhyālĩ
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Rj Rj cva, n. (-gū) (var. cvaḥ)    ​1. gũlābājā tāla 
(KTM)  ​2. type of navabājā piece (BKT)

RjefM RjefM cvabhāḥ, n. pr. village on a hillock in 
the southwestern part of Kathmandu Valley  ​
-dyaḥ, n. Karuṇamāya (deity of cvabhāḥ)    ​
-dyaḥ (yā) me, n. (-pu) song for Karuṇamāya 
of cvabhāḥ

Rjo]Rjo]cvaye, (cvala)  ​1. to write  ​2. to go fast (in 
singing or drum playing)

Rjo\s]u' Rjo\s]u' cvaykegu,  ​1. to proclaim  ​2. n. (-gū) a 
drumming piece of nāykhĩbājā (fam. nāykhĩ-)

Rj/f Rj/f cvarā, n. (-gū) tamvaḥ piece played by 
Jugi during goat-sacrifice for Bhailadyaḥ 
(BKT)

Rjn Rjn cvala, n. (-gū) (var. cvalā) strap to tie a 
pvaṅgā trumpet to supporting stick

RjM RjM cvaḥ, cf. cva
Rjfo] Rjfo] cvāye, (cvāta) to go fast (in singing or 

drumming) (Pāṅgā)

55  CHA
5wfMKofv+ 5wfMKofv+ chadhāḥpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-pu) 

performance showing one section of a drama, 
one-act-play

5n+ 5n+ chalã, n. (°lana-,​-pu) (var. chalĩ ) blade 
for cutting leather (fam. lāpi), used by 
drum-makers

5;M 5;M chasaḥ, n. united voices  ​-juye, (jala) to 
sing in unison  ​-ye, (yāta) id.

5fo\ 5fo\ chāy, n. offering  ​-chī, n. charity; donation 
for guthī feast or feast of music group  ​-bva, 
n. (-bva) pūjā plate offered to Nāsaḥdyaḥ or 
other gods

l5gf l5gf chinā, n. (-gū) type of dhimay composition
5' 5' chu, onp. dampened cymbal sound
5'af+ 5'af+ chub, cf. chum
5'dg] 5'dg] chumane, to indicate, to signal (a musical 

change)
5'df+ 5'df+ chum n. (°māna-,​-gū) (var. cāb )    ​

1. prelude for a song.  ​2. initial section of a 
drumming piece (BKT navabājā)

5':ofM 5':ofM chusyāḥ, n. (°syāla-,​-pā) (var. ky, 
sichyāḥ) pair of flat cymbals

5]+u' 5]+u' chẽgu, n. (guli-,​-pāḥ)  ​1. skin  ​2. drum hide  ​
-piye, (pila) to skin (an animal) 

5]df 5]df chemā, n. (-gū) apology  ​-pūjā, n. (-gū) 
ritual of appeasing Nāsaḥdyaḥ (if one has 
displeased the god)

5];'cfrf 5];'cfrf chẽsu-ācā, n. (-pu) big awl used by 
drum-makers

5\ofO+ 5\ofO+ chyāĩ onp. ringing sound of cymbals 
(fam. jhyāĩ )    ​-pāpā, n. (chv.) large cymbals 
with highly raised boss and wide rim (cf. 
bhuchyāḥ)

5\jvgf 5\jvgf chvakhanā, n. (-gū) provocation; insti-
gation    ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) ironical 
sketch (to be performed at cross-roads and 
squares during sāpāru)

5\jx/f 5\jx/f chvaharā, n. (-gū) tamvaḥ piece played 
by Jugi during Kumāri processions (BKT)

hh  JA
h+ulnKofv+ h+ulnKofv+ jãgalipyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) sav-

age dance
hlt hlt jati, n. (-gū) a drumming piece of BKT 

dāphā, gũlābājā

hoGtLe}/j hoGtLe}/j jayantībhairava, n. (-gū) a drum-
ming piece of PT gũlābājā

ho>L ho>L jayaśrī, n. (-pu) a rāga
ho+af5ln ho+af5ln jayãbāchali, n. (-pu) particular cacā 

song (jāmanaḥ gubhāju sang this song in 
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order to make his belt float on the Brahma-
putra river, serving him as a raft during his 
return from Lhāsā)

hnKofv+ hnKofv+ jalapyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) ritual 
masked dance of Harisiddhi

hMnf hMnf jaḥlā aj. first  ​-kāḥ, n. anim. (°kāla-) best 
drummer of a dāphā student group  ​-gy, n. 
anim. best singer of a dāphā student group   ​
-gāyẽ, id.

hfqf hfqf jātrā, n. (-gū) festival with a procession; 
chariot festival

hMSjnf hMSjnf jāḥkvalāḥ, n. (°lāta-) prelude in singing 
lh lh ji, onp. drumming syllable (lālākhĩ)
h'lu h'lu jugi, n. anim. (var. jvagi) (cf. tvājã )    ​

1.  ascetic    ​2.  caste of tailors and shawm 
players, descendants of śaivite yogis called 
kāpālika, a subgroup of the paśupata sect 
which merged in time with the kānphaṭa fol-
lowers of Gorakhnāth  ​-bājã, n. (°jana-,​-gāḥ)  ​
1.  small kettle drum (fam. tamvaḥ, tamaḥ, 

tuntuncā, tunumuku, tunumukhu, turmuku, 
tyāmkvaḥ)  ​2. auspicious mvālĩ piece

h'xf/ h'xf/ juhār, n.  ​1. (-gū) bridge of a string instru-
ment  ​2. tuning a string  ​-cāyke, to smoothen 
the bridge to improve the sound quality

Hofk' Hofk' jyāpu, n. anim. farmer    ​-pyākhã, n. 
(°khana-,​-gū)  ​1. (-pu) seasonal drama (fam. 
gũpunipyākhã )  ​2. (-gū) (var. jyāpujyāpuni-
pyākhã ) farmers’ dance  ​-me, n.  ​(-pu) love 
song

Hjlu Hjlu jvagi, cf. jugi
Hjgfsfo] Hjgfsfo] jvanākāye, (kāla, kayā)  ​1. to repeat a 

tune during teaching sessions  ​2. to memorize
HjM HjM jvaḥ, n. (jvala-,​-jvaḥ) pair, couple    ​-khĩ, 

n. (°khina-,​-gā) pair of small kettledrums, 
used in PT navabājã (var. dvaḥrā nagarā)    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) duet dance  ​-me, 
n. (-pu) duet song sung by boys and girls

Hjfl/ Hjfl/ jvāri, n. (var. jvāḥri) vibration  ​-mhite, 
to play several drone strings in repetitive pat-
terns (fam. jhālābiye)

emem  JHA
emf emf jhā, n. identifying notes of a rāga  ​-vane,  ​

1. to demonstrate the essence of a rāga  ​2. to 
reach a climax during a musical performance  ​
3. to dig deep until reaching fertile soil

emf“s|L emf“s|L jhkri, n. anim. shaman healer  ​-bājã, n. 
(jana-,​-gaḥ) double-headed frame drum with 
handle, played with S-shaped stick, also used 
in PT navabājã

emf/Sj emf/Sj jhārkva, n. (-gū) festival celebrated 
after completing paddy transplanting

emfnf emfnf jhālā, n. (-gū) final section of a rāga 
lpayed on string instruments (several drone 
strings are played in repetitive patterns)    ​
-biye, to play several drone strings in repeti-
tive pattern (cf. jvārimhite)

le+m le+m jhĩ, onp. drumming syllable (dh, dhimay)
em]+ em]+ jhẽ, onp. id.
em\ofO+ em\ofO+ jhyaĩ, onp. (var. chyāĩ, jhyãy)    ​1. ring-

ing sound of cymbals  ​2. (chv.) jātrā festival; 
going for a walk  ​-vane,  ​1. to observe a jātrā 
festival  ​2. to join a jātrā procession

em\ofln em\ofln jhyāli, n. (-pā) (var. jhyālicā, 
khvālimāli, bau, baucā) pair of small thin-
walled cymbals

em\ofln+ em\ofln+ jhyālĩ, n. anim. (°lina-) antagonist of the 
monster in lākhay dance (cf. for geographi-
cal variants: cimpākcā, cināypākcā Pgā; 
cumpākcā BKT; and Banepa; cyāmpākcā 
Bode; timpākcā Theco, Vā, Sunākvathi; 
catãjvãcā Jala)
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tt  TA
t t ta, onp. drumming syllable (dhimay, nava-

bājā, lālākhĩ)
ttln ttln tatali, n. (-gū) (var. tātāli) popular drum-

ming piece (BKT)    ​-khĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) 
double-headed drum (cf. dhcā)

tanf tanf tablā, n. (var. tamal BKT; tamali Pgā)  ​
1. (-jvaḥ) pair of North Indian tablā drums 
used for bhajan accompaniment and śāstriya 
saṅgīt  ​2. (-gaḥ) right hand tablā

tdn tdn tamal, n. id. (BKT) -i, n. id. (Pgā)
tDjM tDjM tamvaḥ, n. (°mvala-,​-gaḥ) small ket-

tle-drum played with two sticks by Jugi (var. 
tamaḥ, tuntuncā, tukumuku, tunumukhu, tur-
muku, tyāmkvaḥ)  ​-khĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) id.

tf/lag tf/lag tarbin, n. (-pu) trumpet
t;M t;M tasaḥ, aj. loud (for voice)
txfMcfrf txfMcfrf tahāḥ-ācā, n. (-pu) long awl used by 

drum-makers
tfO“gfO“ tfO“gfO“ tāĩnāĩ, n.  ​1. (-paḥ) (var. kãythā; kãypā; 

kãypi) bronze disc struck with wooden ham-
mer, used in dāphā, dhalcā, KTM dhimay-
bājã    ​2. (-pu) long bamboo pole decorated 
with yāk tail and tassels, used as mace, car-
ried in step with the rhythm of KTM dhi-
may group (syn. ghvāĩnāĩ; taĩnāĩghvāĩnāĩ, 
nyāĩchyāĩ BKT; dhujyāmujyā) 

tf+ tf+ t, n. (-bālā) (var. tāna) leather strap (BKT)  ​
-bālā, n. id.  ​-sāle, to tune (a drum) by tight-
ening strap

tf+rf tf+rf tcā, n. (-gū) triangle used by bhajan 
groups (fam. tinimuni; tintincā)

tftfln tftfln tātāli, n. (-gū) (var. tatali) popular 
drumming piece of BKT

tfg tfg tāna, n. (-bālā) (var. t BKT) leather strap  ​
-bālā, n. id.  ​-sale, to tune (a drum) by tight-
ening strap

tfl/kTt tfl/kTt tāripatta, n. (-pā) dried palm leaf 
(Borassus flabellifer) used for producing 
shawm reeds

tfn tfn tāla, n. (-gū) timing, measure, metre (of 
music and poetry)

tfln tfln tāli, n. clapping of hands
tf;f tf;f tāsā, n. (-gaḥ) side-drum played with two 

sticks, used in Jugi marriage band
tfM tfM tāḥ, n. (tāla-,​-pā) small pair of thick-walled 

bronze cymbals, used for cacā and dāphā 
accompaniment  ​-thāye, (thāta) to keep time 
with tāḥ

lt lt ti, onp. drumming syllable (dhimay, lālākhĩ)
ltsf ltsf tikā, n. (-ka) third part of gvārā (KTM)
ltlttfnf ltlttfnf tititāla, n. (-pū) goat horn with bam-

boo mouth-piece, used in gũlābājā of oil-
pressers (BKT)

ltgtfn ltgtfn tintāla, n. (-gū) drumming piece for 
pachimā (BKT)

ltlgd'lg ltlgd'lg tinimuni, n. (-gū) (var. tintincā) cf. 
tcā

ltk ltk tipa, n. (-pu) upper octave of shawm or 
transverse flute

ltk+b' ltk+b' tipãdu, n. (for dancer) entering dvikvaṇa 
position on stage, 

ltk+lk ltk+lk tipãpi, n. (for dancer) leaving dvikvaṇa 
position on stage (of main entry)

ltdf+ ltdf+ tim, n. (-gū) tāla used in gũlābājā (KTM)
ltDkfsrf ltDkfsrf timpākacā, n. anim. antagonist of the 

monster in lākhay dance (Theco) cf. jhyālĩ
lt;M lt;M tisaḥ, n. (°sala-,saḥ) high pitched sound
tLk tLk tīp, n. (-pu) small type of transverse flute 

producing high pitched sounds (cf. ghvaḥra)
tL+ tL+ tĩ, onp. undamped tāḥ sound
t'+ t'+ tũ, onp. (var. tum)    ​1.  drumming syllable    ​

2.  timbre of a stringed instrument    ​-ganā, 
n.    ​1.  four-stringed bowed musical instru-
ment (i.e. bow is interlaced between strings 
and body of instruments)    ​2.  four-stringed 
plucked musical instrument (played with fin-
gers). Both instruments have gone out of use.

t'sfHofd] t'sfHofd] tukājyāme, n. (-pu) type of song sung 
by jyāpu during weeding the paddy field
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t'ls t'ls tuki, n. (-gū) shawm reeds made of dried 
palm (Borassus flabellifer) leaf

t'tM t'tM tutaḥ, n. (°tala-,​-pu) Buddhist hymn, 
prayer (skt. stotra)  ​-bvane to chant (a tutaḥ)

t'g'd's' t'g'd's' tunumuku, cf. tamvaḥ
t'gt'grf t'gt'grf tuntuncā, cf. tamvaḥ
t'Dkfsrf t'Dkfsrf tumpākcā, n. anim. antagonist of the 

monster in lākhay dance (BKT) cf. jhyālĩ
t'g'd'v' t'g'd'v' turmukhu, cf. tamvaḥ
t'n] t'n] tule, to stretch skin over rim of drum-head 

(drum making)
Tofd\Sj Tofd\Sj tyāmkvaḥ, cf. tamvaḥ
qdk]t\ qdk]t\ trampet, n. (-pu) trumpet, cf. tarbin

lqs'nl;d] lqs'nl;d] trikulasime, n. (-pu) song for encour-
aging a child to dance in rhythm: tāytiti vaḥ 
sā ghālĩ ghālĩ bī. If you toddle (I) will give 
you a pad of bells.

lqdf+ lqdf+ trim, n. (-gū) tāla used in gũlābājã (PT)
lquf lquf trĩgā, onp. timbre of a string instrument
TofM/f TofM/f tyaḥrā, aj. having three-fold composite 

reeds (of harmonium)
TjfMh+ TjfMh+ tvāḥjã n. anim. (°jana-) tailor-musician 

of jugi caste who receives oblations for the 
deceased and works as temple keeper (cf. 
jugi, jvagi)

TjfMNxfo\u' TjfMNxfo\u' tvāḥlhāygu, n. (-lhāta) drumming 
interlude (KTM gũlābājã )

yy  THA
ystf ystf thakatā, n. (-gū) tāla used in gũlābājā
ytf ytf thatā, n. (-gū) a drumming composition 

(lālākhĩ, dhcā, dhimay BKT)
ynf ynf thalā, n. (var. thalāḥ)    ​1.  high pitched 

sound  ​2. high note  ​-kvalā, n. (var. -kvalāḥ) 
change between pitches  ​-kvalā yāye, (yāta)  ​
1. to sing both high and low notes; to go up 
and down the scale  ​2. to warm up

ynfMSjnfM ynfMSjnfM thalāḥkvalāḥ, n. (-gū) (cf. ālāpa) 
vocal solo prelude preceding a dāphā song

yflts'lt yflts'lt thātikuti, n. (for shawm) the notes of 
a scale

yfo\ yfo\ thāy, n. (thāsa-,​-pā) single brass disc used 
as a percussion instrument in KTM dhimay 
groups (fam. kãypi)

yfo] yfo] thāye, (thāta) to play a musical instrument
yf;f yf;f thāsā, n.  ​1. (-kū ‘piece’) split bamboo to 

close top end of a flute (fam. ghvasā)  ​2. (-gū) 
notation, musical notes (fam. saḥcĩ )

y]6/ y]6/ thetar, n. (-gū) theatre, play, drama    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) theatrical play

Yj+ Yj+ thvã, n. (-phuti ‘drop’) rice beer (Bhakta-
purians know five varieties for specific uses) 
required by musicians as fuel during strenu-
ous processions

Yjof Yjof thvayā, n. echo, vibration (cf. thvaḥsaḥ)
YjM YjM thvaḥ, aj. resounded, echoed  ​-saḥ, n. echo  ​

-saḥ vaye, (vala) to echo
YjfO+ YjfO+ thvāĩ, onp. distorted sound of broken 

cymbal or tuning paste (of drum)

bb  DA
b+ b+ dã, onp. drumming syllable (nāykhĩ)
by'nf by'nf dathulā, n. (-gū) dominant note 
baba baba dabadaba, n. (-gā) (var. kt-) hour-glass 

drum; symbol of Lord Śiva (cf. damaru)
ba' ba' dabu, n. (-gaḥ) (var. dabhu) kettledrum 

played with one hand  

ba" ba" dabū, n. (°buli-,​-gū) stage; platform    ​
-pyākhã , n. (°khana-,​-gū)  ​1. complete drama  ​
2.  extinct dance drama called khaḥpyākhã 
which takes 28 days to perform, showing 
the Birāt Rājā and other episodes from the 
Mahābhārata (BKT)
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bd? bd? damaru, n. (-gā) hour-glass drum; symbol 
of Lord Śiva (cf. dabadaba)

bdfO+ bdfO+ damāĩ, n. anim. Nepali speaking tai-
lor-musicians playing auspicious music 
(pañcai bājā) at shrines and for social func-
tions; the caste name originates from the ket-
tle-drum damāhā 

bDkm' bDkm' damphu, n. (-gaḥ) small single-headed 
frame drum, played by Tāmāng

bDjMlv+ bDjMlv+ damvaḥkhĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) dou-
ble-headed drum with temporary tuning 
paste on both heads (PT navabājã ); for aus-
picious performances three damvaḥkhĩ are 
decorated with robes, ornaments, and masks 
of Bhairava, Mahākālī and Māhālakṣmī (var. 
davaḥkhĩ )

bofnIdLKofv+ bofnIdLKofv+ dayālakṣmīpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​
-gū) puppet dance

bj+b' bj+b' davãdu, n. entering the stage (of dancer)
bj+lk bj+lk davãpi, n. leaving the stage (of dancer)
bjMlv+ bjMlv+ davaḥkhĩ, cf. damvaḥkhĩ
bj+zdfGt Ujf/f bj+zdfGt Ujf/f daśamānta gvārā, n. (-gū) 

drumming piece of gũlābājã
bM bM daḥ, n. (°hala-,​-gaḥ) single-headed frame 

drum; metal frame with tuning screws and 
a metal tongue pressed against head by left 
hand to alter pitch (cf. dahaḥ)

bxM bxM dahaḥ, n. (°hala-,​-gaḥ) single-headed 
frame drum; frame either round or octagonal 
(phāgu me hāleta dahaḥ thanāḥ hāle sikka 
hey blāḥ = to sing a song of Holi accompa-
nied by the dahaḥ is pleasing) (cf. daḥ)

bfkmf bfkmf dāphā, n. (-gū) prabandha type of devo-
tional group-singing with tāḥ and lālākhĩ    ​
-khalaḥ, n. (°laka) group of dāphā musicians  ​
-chẽ, n. (-khā) (cf. ākhāchẽ ) house for keep-
ing dāphā instruments and training students  ​
-pūjā, n. (-gū) annual pūjā of dāphā group  ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) traditional dance 
with lālākhĩ accompaniment    ​-me, n. (-pu) 
dāphā song  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) dāphā tune

lbaf+ lbaf+ dib, (°bāna-,​-gū) final phrase

lbo]u' lbo]u' diyegu, n. (-gū) closing pattern for sev-
eral nāykhĩ pieces

bLks bLks dīpaka, n. (-pu) a rāga played by Jugi 
shawm players exclusively during death ritu-
als for Taleju priest and (earlier) Malla kings 
(BKT); accompanies lighting of funeral pyre

b'hM b'hM dujaḥ, n. (jala-) member of music group 
or guthī

b'Kofv+ b'Kofv+ dupyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū)    ​1.  most 
popular sequence of a drama, often naughty 
and hilarious, having no direct connection 
with the plot  ​2. psychological drama (mod.)

b'u'rf :ofo\u' b'u'rf :ofo\u' dugucā syāygu, n.  ​1. goat sacrifice  ​
2. (-gū) dh drumming piece, played during 
goat sacrifice for Nāsaḥdyaḥ (BKT navabājā)

b]jLKofv+ b]jLKofv+ devīpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) dance 
drama of BKT, showing the triumph of the 
goddesses Mahākālī, Mahālakṣmī, Kumārī, 
and their allies over the demons

b}To b}To daitya, n. anim. demon    ​-kvaḥthalegu-
bājã, n. (°jana-) percussion group accompa-
nying killing of demon during dyaḥpyākhã    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) demon dance 
(fam. lākhaypyākhã )

BM BM dyaḥ, n. anim. (deva-) god (cf. gane-; 
nāsaḥ-; haimā-)    ​-khĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) 
large double-headed drum with tempo-
rary tuning paste on both heads, decorated 
with ram horns, accompanying Navadurgā 
dances of BKT and Theco and other auspi-
cious dances  ​-cāhule, (hula) (var. -cākahule, 
-cākahile BKT) to circumambulate a shrine 
(of Nāsaḥdyaḥ) while playing a particular 
drumming piece (BKT gũlābājā)  ​-pyākhã, 
n. (°khana-,​-gū) traditional dance (cf. Nava-
durgā pyākhã )  ​-lhāygu, n. (-kaḥ) drumming 
composition serving as an invocation of 
Nāsaḥdyaḥ and other gods

Bf+ Bf+ dy,  n. (dyāna-,​-gaḥ) kind of kettle drum
b| b| dra, onp. drumming syllable (for rapid suc-

cession of strokes)
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åkfM åkfM dvapāḥ, n. (°pāta-,​-gū) uncultivated field 
patch infested with snakes or evil spirits    ​
-vāygubājã, n. (°jana-,​-gū) particular nāykhĩ 
piece for warding off evil spirits

JbxfM JbxfM dvahā, n. (-gū) category of songs
åxh+ åxh+ dvaḥjã, n. anim. (°jana-)  ​1. second-rate 

member of music group or guthī    ​2. volun-
teer (dāphā bhvajay dvaḥjãta madaykã hey 
magāḥ = inevitably volunteers are needed for 
the dāphā feast)

åM/f åM/f dvaḥrā aj. having double reeds (of harmo-
nium)  ​-nagarā, n. (-gāḥ/-jvaḥ) pair of small 
kettledrums, used in PT navabājã (gũlābājã) 
(var. jvaḥkhĩ )

åfaM åfaM dvābaḥ, n. (°bala-,​-gaḥ) small-mouthed 
beer storage pot, occasionally used as a drum 
(fam. bhvãgā)

åfn' åfn' dvālu, aj. tedious, boring (of talk, music)  ​
-ka, av. (to drum, sing or talk) tediously, in a 
boring manner  ​-secvane, (of music or talk) 
to become tedious or boring

låSj0f låSj0f dvikvaṇa, n. (-ku) (for dancer) position 
on stage (cf. tipãdu)

låe'h låe'h dvibhuja, n. (-pu) second cacā song of 
the bhūcacā set, sung whilst collecting used 
leaf plates at the end of a ritual feast. The 
leaf plates are then taken and discarded in 
the kalaḥgāḥ or cipagāḥ, in order to ward off 
evil spirits 

ww  DHA
w+ w+ dhã, onp. drumming syllable
wgfl;l/ wgfl;l/ dhanāsiri, n. (-pu) a rāga
wdfs wdfs dhamāk, n. (-gū) a tāla of BKT, used in 

khyāḥpyākhã and navabājā
wdf/ wdf/ dhamār n. (-pu) classical group- singing  ​

-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) song in dhamār style
wns wns dhalak, n. (-gaḥ) (var. dhuluka; dhvalak) 

double-headed drum, (two different types:    ​
1.  like North Indian ḍholak    ​2.  cylindrical 
body, leather straps without rings) 

wNrf wNrf dhalcā, n. (-gaḥ) (var. dhalcābhajan) 
devotional group singing with dhalak and 
arvin (BKT)

wf wf dhā, onp. drumming syllable
wf“ wf“ dh, cf. dhāḥ  ​-cā, n. (-gaḥ) (var. tatalikhĩ 

BKT) smaller variety of dhāḥ, used in BKT 
navabājā    ​-bājā, n. (-gā) ensemble of dh, 
bhuchyāḥ, sichyāḥ

wf“lbugf wf“lbugf dhdiganã, n. onp. pastā drumming 
piece (BKT Sāymi gũlābājā)

wfM wfM dhāḥ, n. (dhāla-,​-gaḥ) (var. dh BKT) dou-
ble-headed drum; sometimes decorated with 
horns of fighting ram, (BKT navabājā) (cf. 

kaḥkhĩ ). The lower-pitched head is played 
with a stick (dhāḥkathi). Buddhist gũlābājā 
groups hold the stick in the left hand, oth-
ers in the right hand    ​-kathi, n. (pu) (var. 
-kachicā BKT)  ​1. drum stick  ​2. sl. penis  ​-cā, 
n. (-gaḥ) (var. tatalikhĩ BKT) smaller vari-
ety of dhāḥ, used in BKT navabājā    ​-bājā, 
n. (-gā) ensemble of dh, bhuchyāḥ, sichyāḥ

lwd] lwd] dhimay, n. (-gā) (var. dhime, dhemā Lele, 
dhemay) large double-headed procession 
drum played by Jyāpu and Kumāḥ; if made 
of wood, its body often has an irregular shape 
like the trunk of a tree  ​-kathi, n. (-pu) (var. 
-kachicā BKT)    ​1.  dhimay stick (straight)    ​
2.  sl. penis    ​-khalaḥ, n. (°laka-)group of 
dhimay players    ​-cā n. (-gaḥ)    ​1.  smaller 
variety of dhimay, used in navabājā (BKT)  ​
2. sl. woman  ​-thāye  ​1. to play dhimay  ​2. sl. 
to fuck    ​-pau, n. (°pathi-,​-pu) (var. -pucā 
BKT) spiral cane stick used to play dhimay  ​
-pirāne, n. (-gū)    ​1.  final pūjā of dhimay 
apprenticeship  ​2. sl. first pregnancy of young 
woman after husband ‘plays dhimay’ with 
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her  ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) dhimay dance  ​
-bājā, n. (°jana-,​-gaḥ) ensemble of dhimay, 
bhuchyāḥ, sichyāḥ BKT)

w“‘Kofv+ w“‘Kofv+ dhũpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) tiger dance
w'Hofd'Hof w'Hofd'Hof dhujyāmujyā, n. (-pu) long bam-

boo pole decorated with yāk’s tail and tas-
sels, used as mace, carried in step with the 
rhythm of KTM dhimay group (syn. tāĩnāĩ, 
ghvāĩnāĩ )    ​-hike, to move this bamboo in 
time with the rhythm of dhimay

w'df+ufl/ w'df+ufl/ dhumgāri, n. (-pu) cacā song sung 
while disposing of the remains of ritual feast

w'n's w'n's dhuluka, cf. dhalak
w'j+ w'j+ dhuvã, n. (-gū)  ​1. first section of cacā song  ​

2. refrain of a song
w';M w';M dhusaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-gū) rhythmic step    ​

-biye, (bila) to signal to music group with 
a dance step

w]df w]df dhemā, n. (-pu) tāla of nāgacāpyākhã 
(BKT)

Wofr'Kofv+ Wofr'Kofv+ dhyācupyākhã, n. (°khana-)  ​1. (-gū) 
sarcastic play    ​2.  (-pu) short comedy (syn. 
chvakhanapyākhã )  ​-me, n. (-pu) comic song

Wjns Wjns dhvalak, cf. dhalak

g g NA
gp gp nau, n. (°nali-,​-phuti “drop”) straw ashes 

(for preparing tuning paste for drums) (cf. 
su-)

gsL+ gsL+ nakĩ, n. anim. (°kina-) heroine  ​-khāke, to 
induce shaking in the body of nakĩ by recit-
ing the kvalaya and harasila cacā songs

glv glv nakhi, n. (-pā) sitār plectron 
gu/f gu/f nagarā, n. (-gaḥ)  ​1. kettle-drum played 

with two sticks in PT navabājã and at shrines  ​
2. pair of two kettle-drums of different sizes, 
played in BKT navabājā    ​3.  gigantic ket-
tle-drums (either single or pair), played by 
damāĩ at royal palaces and major shrines

g6 g6 naṭa, n. (-pu) a rāga (PT)
gt'jf gt'jf natuvā, n. anim.    ​1.  clown, buffoon    ​

2. male dancer  ​-cāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 
young girls’ dance performed by boys cross-
dressing as beautiful girls (cf. ghĩtmali)

gdfld gdfld namāmi, n. (-pu) third (and last) song of 
bhūcacā, sung to ward off evil spirits while 
discarding remains of a ritual feast 

gj gj nava, num. nine (auspicious number)    ​
-dāphā, n. (-gū) dāphā group with addi-
tional set of nine navabājā drums which are 
accompanied by Jugi shawm players (BKT). 
The first two navadāphā ensembles were 

established by King Bhupatindra Malla.    ​
-durgāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) annual dance 
cycle of the Navadurgā of BKT and of Theco 
(here every 12 years)  ​-bājā, n. (°jana-,​-jvaḥ)  ​
1. set of nine drums (BKT) (cf. navadāphā)  ​
2. set of many drums played during gũlā in 
PT  ​-m, n. (-gū) a tāla (PT gũlābājã )

gjfMlskf gjfMlskf navāḥkipā, n. (-gū) cinema, film 
gf gf nā, onp. drumming syllable
gf+ufKofv+ gf+ufKofv+ ngāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) chil-

dren’s dance (nude dance)
gfufrfKofv+ gfufrfKofv+ nāgācāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 

dance of small boys dressed as Rādhā and 
Kṛṣṇa accompanied by flute ensemble (BKT)

gflGbd] gflGbd] nāndime, n. (-pu) song sung as a prel-
ude to a dance drama

gfo\ gfo\ nāy, n. anim. butcher   ​-khĩ, n. (°khina-,​
-gaḥ) double-headed butchers’ drum played 
during death processions and other ritual 
events (cf. sībājā)    ​-khĩcā, n. (-gaḥ) small 
nāykhĩ (BKT navabājā)    ​-khĩcvaykegu, n. 
(-pu) a drumming pattern of nāykhĩ played 
during a ritual climax or to announce an offi-
cial proclamation  ​-khĩbājā, n. (-gaḥ) ensem-
ble of several nāykhĩ and sichyāḥ, played by 
butchers
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gfof]M gfof]M nāyaḥ, n. anim. (°yala-)  ​1. leader  ​2. main 
character of drama or novel (cf. hāmā)  ​-khĩ, 
n. (-gaḥ) see nāykhĩ

gfofMofo] gfofMofo] nāyaḥ yāye, (yāta) to lull a child to 
sleep 

gf;n+ gf;n+ nāsalã, (instr. of nāsaḥ charm, etc.)    ​
-liye, (lita)  ​1. to be charmed  ​2. to be inspired 
(by Nāsaḥdyaḥ)  ​-tvaḥte, to perform without 
inspiration

gf;M gf;M nāsaḥ, n. (sala-)    ​1.  charm; delight; 
inspiration    ​2. god of music and dance (cf. 
Nāsaḥdyaḥ    ​3. high-pitched drum head (of 
double-headed drum)  ​-cuka, n. (-gū) court-
yard with Nāsaḥdyaḥ shrine  ​-taye. to charm; 
to inspire  ​-tāpāye, (pāta) to have no inspira-
tion (lit to be far away)  ​-daye, (data, dayā) 
to have inspiration  ​-dyaḥ, n. (°deva-) god of 
music and dance (nowadays often identified 
with Nṛtyanātha)  ​-pūjā, n. (-gū) worship of 
Nāsaḥdyaḥ, especially during music appren-
ticeship (cf. hāne pūjā; pirāne pūjā)  ​-pvāḥ, 
n. (°pvāla-,​-pvāḥ) hole in wall (often triangu-
lar), serving as flight passage for Nāsaḥdyaḥ  ​
-litaye, (var. litataye) to return Nāsaḥdyaḥ 
to his shrine after completing music appren-
ticeship (cf. pirāne pūjā)    ​-sāle, to take 
Nāsaḥdyaḥ from the shrine to a wall niche 
in the practice room (initial pūjā of music 
apprenticeship)

lgTogfy lgTogfy Nityanātha, n. pr. (var. Nṛtyanātha) 
cf. Nāsaḥdyaḥ  ​-gvarāḥ, n. (-gū) auspicious 
drumming piece of BKT gũlābājā

lgafh+ lgafh+ nibājã, cf. nilã
lgefMTjMl;+ lgefMTjMl;+ nibhāḥtvaḥsĩ, n. (-pu) nursery 

rhyme sung by mothers while giving oil mas-
sage to their babies

lgu{g lgu{g nirgan, n. (-pu) prayer, hymn  ​-bhajan, n. 
(-pu) song of renunciation  ​-me, n. (-pu) id.

lgn+afh+ lgn+afh+ nilãbājã, (°jana-,​-gaḥ) (var. nibājã ) 
term applied to a variety of drums played on 

important occasions. The ghĩtmali (madal) 
is considered a fun drum (played for light 
entertainment and party dancing), whereas 
lālākhĩ, dhimay, etc. are considered seri-
ous drums (played for ritually significant 
occasions)

g[Togfy g[Togfy Nṛtyanātha, n. (var. Nityanāth) cf. 
Nāsaḥdyaḥ

g]tf g]tf netā, n. pr. section of KTM known as 
Naradevi  ​-maru-ajimāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​
-gū) particular type of ritual dance (KTM)  ​
-marupyākhã, id.  ​-pyākhã, id.

g]s' g]s' nekū, n. (°kuli-,​-pu)  ​1. buffalo horn used in 
gũlābājã (var. ghvarneku) (cf. ghulu)  ​2. buf-
falo horn with bamboo mouthpiece and sil-
ver decoration, used in PT navabājã (cf. cāti)  ​
-puike, to blow neku to announce to the gods 
a family member’s death. This is done only 
during gũlā at Svayaṃbhū

GofO+RofO+ GofO+RofO+ nyāĩcyāĩ, cf. ghvaĩnāĩ
Gjft' Gjft' nvatu, n. (-gū) mouthpiece of a trumpet
Gjdt Gjdt nvamat, n. (-pu) type of shawm, earlier 

played by Jugi during marriages (nowadays 
replaced by kanātha)

Gxf;+YjM;M Gxf;+YjM;M nhāsãthvaḥsaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-saḥ) 
nasal sound

lGxnf;M lGxnf;M nhilasaḥ, n. (sala-,​-saḥ) joyous voice
lGxln lGxln nhili, n. smile  ​-khyāli, n. (-gū)  ​1. joke, 

jest (syn. khyāli-)  ​2. merriment, enjoyment  ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) comic scene 
within a play  ​-me, n. (-pu) joyous song; joc-
ular song

Gx'no\ Gx'no\ nhūlay, n. (°lasa-,​-pu) modern song; 
recent genre of light urban popular love 
songs incorporating some aspects of West-
ern music

Gx];MGx];Mnhesaḥ, n. (°sāla-,​-gū) rehearsal
G≈of G≈of nhyāḥ, n. (-gū) basic processional drum-

ming pattern (for dhimay)
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kk  PA
kpsly kpsly paukathi, n. (-pu) spiral cane stick for 

dhimay (cf. dhimaypau) 
k“o\tf k“o\tf pãytāḥ, n. (°tāla-,​-pu) cf. pañcatāl    ​

-khalaḥ , n. (°laka-,​-gū) group of pãytāḥ 
players  ​-khĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) cf. kvatāḥ 

kl5df kl5df pachimā, n. (-gaḥ) large double-headed 
drum (like North Indian pakhāvaj), used in 
navabājā, flute ensembles and dance

k~rtfn k~rtfn pañcatāl, n. (°tāla-,​-gaḥ) (var. kvatāḥ, 
kvatāḥkhĩ, pastāḥ, pãytāḥkhĩ ) cf. kvatāḥ

k~rtfn k~rtfn pañcatāl, n. (°tāla-,​-pu) (var. pãytāḥ, 
kāhāḥ, k  ) long natural trumpet with sup-
porting stick, played ensemble during impor-
tant ritual events

k~rafhf k~rafhf pañcabājā, n. (-gaḥ) cf. kvatāḥ
k~rdf+ k~rdf+ pañcam, n. (-gū) a tāla (PT gũlābājã )
k/tfn k/tfn partāl, n. (-gū) (var. pratāla) a tāla used 

in dāphā, navabājā, gũlābājā
kl/dg kl/dg pariman, cf. palim
klndf+ klndf+ palim, n. (°māna-,​-gū) (var. pariman, 

paliman BKT; palam, palemā PT) a tāla 
(navabājā, gũlābājā)

k:tfM k:tfM pastāḥ, n. (°tāla-,​-gaḥ) cf. kvatāḥ
kf kf pā, onp. drumming syllable (nāykhĩ)
kf;frM/od] kf;frM/od] pāsācaḥrayme, n. (-pu) (var. pāh-

caḥrayme) pathetic song sung during pāh-
caḥray (fam. ghātu)

kfMuo\an] yfo] kfMuo\an] yfo] pāḥ gayebale thāye, (thāta)    ​
1.  to climb the hill of Svayaṃbhū during 
gũlā whilst playing gũlābājã  ​2. a particular 
nāykhĩ piece of KTM gũlābājã 

lkyfg] lkyfg] pithane, (var. pikāye)  ​1. to stage or per-
form (a play, drama, dance)  ​2. to release (a 
publication)

lk/fg]k"hf lk/fg]k"hf pirānepūjā, n. (-gū)  ​1. final pūjā of 
music apprenticeship (BKT). Nāsaḥdyaḥ is 
returned to his shrine where the students 
play in public for the first time  ​2. sl. (for a 
woman) to give birth for the first time (BKT)

lkj+rf lkj+rf pivcā, n. (-gaḥ) bowed chordophone 
with one to three strings (no longer in use)

k'rMd] k'rMd] pucaḥme, n. (-pu) group song; chorus 
(syn. mãkāḥme)

k'wfMKofv+ k'wfMKofv+ pudhāḥpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-pu) 
complete drama

k'nf+ k'nf+ pul, aj. old, ancient    ​-me, n. (-pu) old 
song  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) old tune

k'jfHofd] k'jfHofd] puvājyāme, n. (-pu) song sung by 
farmer girls while sowing rice

k"hf k"hf pūjā, n. (-gū) (var. pujā) worship   ​-khĩ, 
n. (°khina-,​-gū) a nāykhĩ piece, played by 
butchers going for a pūjā (BKT)   ​-mālĩ, n. 
(-gū,-pu) nāykhĩ and mvālĩ piece, played 
by oilpressers and tailors during a dalãpa, 
while the Vajrācārya priest invokes the gods  ​
-mvālĩ, n. (-pu) (var. byekvamvālĩ ) large 
curved shawm with nine finger-holes, played 
by Jugi at shrines during sanyabājā

Kofv+ Kofv+ pyākhã, n. (°khana-)    ​1.  (-gū) dance    ​
2.  (-gū) dance drama; ballet with many 
characters  ​3. (-pu) play; drama  ​-khalaḥ, n. 
(°laka-,​-gū) dance group    ​-pāḥ, n. (°pāla-,​
-gū) rhythmic step in a dance    ​-pāḥkāye, 
(kāla, kayā) to step in rhythm    ​-pithane, 
to stage a drama or a play for the first time  ​
-pidane id. (cf. pirānepūjā)    ​-mi, n. anim. 
writer of dramas  ​-misā, n. anim.  ​1. female 
dancer  ​2. actress in a play or drama  ​-me, n. 
(-gū) dance drama (lit song play)  ​-mvaḥ, n. 
anim. (°mvala-)    ​1. actor    ​2. actress   ​-hule, 
to dance

k|Sj0f k|Sj0f prakvaṇa, n. (-ku) (for dancer) position 
on stage (cf. tipãdu)

k|tfn k|tfn pratāla, cf. partāl
Kj+uf Kj+uf pvãgā, n. (-pu) natural copper trumpet, 

supported by a stick, played in dāphā, nava-
bājā, gũlābājā 

Kjtf Kjtf pvatā, n. (-gū) bamboo ring framing the 
drum hide (of dhimay, nāykhĩ, etc)
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KjMKofv+ KjMKofv+ pvaḥpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) fisher-
men’s dance

Kjf“o\ Kjf“o\ pvy, n. onp.  ​1. sound of a trumpet (fam. 
-cā)  ​2. (-pu) flute, pipe  ​3. (-gū) mouthorgan 
(fam. -pyycā)    ​-yāye, (yāta)    ​1.  to blow a 

trumpet or wind instrument  ​2. to marry (to 
the sound of Jugi band)

Kjf/]Hof Kjf/]Hof pvārejyā n. (-gū) paddy transplanting  ​
-me, n. (-pu) sad song sung during the paddy 
transplanting season  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) id.

kmkm  PHA
kmo\ kmo\ phay, n. (°phasa-) air, wind    ​-gã, n. 

(°gana-,​-gaḥ) wind chimes (lit wind bell)    ​
-pvāḥ, n. (°pvāla-,​-pvaḥ)    ​1. mouthpiece of 
a wind instrument  ​2. finger hole of a wind 
instrument

kmn]cfrf kmn]cfrf phale-ācā, n. (-pu) (var. phālā ācā) 
awl used by drum maker

kmfsGbflnKofv+ kmfsGbflnKofv+ phākandālipyākhã, n. (°khana-,​
-gū)    ​1.  group dance telling the story of a 

woman abandoning her baby    ​2.  butterfly 
dance (BKT)

kmfsf kmfsf phākā, n. anim. (var. -cā, phāknāli) moth  ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) slow dance 

kmfu' kmfu' phāgu, n. (loc. khunu) red powder festival 
(syn. hvali)  ​-punī, n. (loc. khunu) full moon 
of the month of cillā    ​-me, n. (-pu) joyous 
song sung while throwing red powder during 
hvali (syn. hvalime)  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) tune 
of phāgu

aa  BA
afp afp bau, n. (-pā) (var. jhyāli, jyālicā, baucā, 

babhu) small, thin-walled cymbals
a“o\ a“o\ bãy, n. (basa-,​-pu) (var. bãycā, kvaku 

bãycā) short notch flute made of bamboo 
played by Jugi along with kvakhĩ and bau 
(BKT navabājā and gũlābājā of oilpressers)

anflb anflb balādi, n. (-pu) a rāga sung in dāphā 
(BKT)

a;Gt a;Gt basanta, n.    ​1.  spring season    ​2.  (-pu) 
song sung during spring    ​3.  (-pu) a rāga 
(several varieties)  ​-me, n. (-pu) id.  ​-lay, n. 
(°lasa-,​-gū) tune of basanta

a;'Gw/fd] a;'Gw/fd] basundharāme, n. (-pu) hymn, har-
vest song

alxBM:jMjg] alxBM:jMjg] bahidyaḥ svaḥvane, (for a group of 
musicians) to lead a procession through all 
the Buddhist courtyards (bāhā) of a locality 
during gũlā

afv+d] afv+d] bākhãme, n. (-pu) ballad (cf. sãdeme, 
silume)

afuMlv+ afuMlv+ bāgaḥkhĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) cf. kvakhĩ
afh+ afh+ bājã, n. (°jana-,​-gaḥ) (var. bājā BKT)    ​

1.  musical instrument    ​2.  drum    ​3.  set of 
musical instruments  ​-kvacāya kigu  ​1. (for a 
drumming piece) to be thoroughly completed  ​
2. pastā drumming piece  ​-khalaḥ, n. (°laka-,​
-gū) group of drummers

afk'hf afk'hf bāpūjā, n. (-gū) procession to all Bud-
dhist couryards (bāhā) accompanied by 
music

afd\ afd\ bām, n. (-gaḥ) (var. bāy  ) left hand drum 
of tablā pair

af/fbfo\u' af/fbfo\u' bārādāygu, n. (-gū) a nāykhĩ piece 
played by butchers while returning from a 
pūjā (BKT)

af/]lv+ af/]lv+ bārekhī, n. (-gū) a nāykhĩ piece played 
by butchers while leading the procession 
of the Dipãkara Buddha during pañcadān 
caḥray
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af/x af/x bārha, n. (-pu) a mvālĩ piece played by 
Jugi at the Taleju temple (BKT)  ​-māse, aj. 
(var. barahmāsī BKT) occuring all the year 
round; omni-seasonal    ​-māseme, n. (-pu) 
song which may be sung all year round  ​-lay, 
n. (°lasa-,​-gū) tune which may be sung all 
the year round

afjg] afjg] bāvane cf. bahidyaḥ svaḥvane
af;'l/ af;'l/ bāsuri, n. (-pu) (var. bsuri BKT) trans-

verse flute played ensemble by farmers
afxfk"hf afxfk"hf bāhāpūjā, n. (-gū)    ​1. (family) ritual 

of worship at monastries on aṣṭamī or full-
moon day  ​2. procession with gũlābājā play-
ing invocations at all the bāhā of a locality

af“;'l/ af“;'l/ bsuri, cf. bāsuril
lart+ lart+ bicatã, n. (°tana-,​-pu) blade used by 

drum makers to cut leather
laxfu laxfu bihāga, n. (-pu) a rāga played or sung 

at night
a'Ttf a'Ttf buttā, n. (-gū) (var. bvutāḥ BKT) variant 

of a drumming pattern 
a'n';M a'n';M bulusaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-saḥ) low-pitched 

sound

a]Sj a]Sj bekvaḥ, aj. bent, crooked  ​-mvālĩ, n. (-pu) 
type of shawm with a curved, conical bore 
and nine finger-holes (cf. pūjā mvālĩ BKT)

a]tfM a]tfM betāḥ,  ​1. n. anim. chaotic spirit associated 
with Bhairava as well as Nāsaḥdyaḥ   ​2. aj. 
out of tune; out of rhythm

a]tfln a]tfln betāli, n. (-gaḥ,-pu) white turban-cloth 
worn by music apprentices and gurus during 
pirānepūjā (BKT)

a]gf a]gf benā, n. (-bālā) blade used by drum-makers
a]nf a]nf belā, n. (-gaḥ) violin played ensemble by 

farmers and potters
Aof“r'ln Aof“r'ln byculi, n. (-pu) a rāga played at dawn  ​

-me, n. (-pu) early morning song in rāga 
byculi  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) tune of byculi

a|≈dtfn a|≈dtfn brahmatāl, n. (-gū) a tāla used in nav-
abājā (BKT)

Ajemf] Ajemf] bvajhva, n. (-kū ‘piece’) (cf. istami) root 
of medicinal plant used as a remedy for sore 
throat of singer

af]n af]n bval, n. (-gū) drumming pattern expressed 
by drumming syllables (general)    ​-kāye, 
(kāla,kayā) to follow a bval while drumming  ​
-lhāye, (lhāta) to recite a bval

ee  BHA
ehg ehg bhajan, n. (-gū) devotional group singing 

with tablā and arvin  ​-me, n. (-pu) hymn of 
this category  ​-chẽ, n. (-khā) house of bhajan 
group

ed/f ed/f bhamarā, n. (-pu) type of curved shawm 
played by Jugi during gũlābājā processions 
(out of use)

efn'Kofv+ efn'Kofv+ bhālupyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) bear’s 
dance

e'5\of e'5\of bhuchyāḥ, cf. bhusyāḥ 
e'h+ e'h+ bhujã, n. (°jana-)  ​1. group of instrumen-

talists of the butcher or tailor caste leading 
a funeral procession  ​2. n. anim. butcher (in 
relation to funeral rites)

e':ofM e':ofM bhusyāḥ, n. (°syāla-,​-pā) (var. bhuchyāḥ 
BKT) large thin-walled cymbals with round 
boss

e'rrf e'rrf bhūcacā, n. (-pu) set of three cacā songs, 
viz.: garajajina, dvibhūja, namāmi. The set 
is sung at the end of ritual feasts in order to 
ward off evil spirits when left-overs are being 
discarded

e'5'o] e'5'o] bhūchuye, (chuta) to sing a hymn at the 
beginning of a feast

e]+ e]+ bhẽ, onp.    ​1.  drumming syllable (dhimay 
BKT)  ​2. sl. fuck

e}n e}n bhaila, n. anim. (var. bhailaḥ) Bhairava    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) set of mask dances 
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performed during sāpāru by the potters of 
BKT, showing Bhairava with his attendants 
Betāḥ, Bhucā, Khicā, Kavãcā, Khyāḥ and 

several Tantric goddesses including Kumāri, 
Bārāhi, Mahākāli and Mahālakṣmi

Ej+uf Ej+uf bhvãgā, n.  ​1. small mouthed pot for stor-
ing beer  ​2. such a pot used as a drum

dd  MA
d+sfMd] d+sfMd] mãkāḥme, n. (-pu) group song (syn. 

pucaḥme)
d+h'l;l/ d+h'l;l/ mãjusiri, n. pr. god of craft and knowl-

edge  ​-yāme, n. (-pu) hymn for Mãjusiri
duMlv+ duMlv+ magaḥkhĩ n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) (var. mādal) 

small two-headed drum
dl0fu0f Ujf/f dl0fu0f Ujf/f maṇigaṇa gvārā, n. (-gū) drum-

ming piece of gũlābājā (PT)
dltgfd] dltgfd] matināme, n. (-pu) love song
d;nf d;nf masalā, n. (-tā “kind”) tuning paste 

applied on the inner side of a drum head 
(components: alapu, cikã, silāy = castor 
seeds, mustard oil, sāl tree resin) 

dxfsfnLKofv+ dxfsfnLKofv+ mahākālīpyākhã, n.    ​(°khana-,​
-gū) (var. devīpyākhã BKT) ritual mask 
dance of BKT and Thimi showing Mahākālī’s 
victory over three demons (daitya)

df df mā, n. (-gū) main piece of dhimaybājā BKT
dfsMKofv+ dfsMKofv+ mākaḥpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) stick 

dance performed during sāpāru BKT (lit. 
monkey dance)

dfh+ dfh+ mājã, n. (°jana-) melody instrument (gen-
eral) (cf. bājã drum)

dfqf dfqf mātrā, n. (-gū) time measurement (in 
śāstriya saṅgīt each tāla has a certain num-
ber of mātrās) 

dfbn dfbn mādal, n. (-gaḥ) cf. magaḥkhĩ 
dfu{ dfu{ mārga, n. (for dancer) path from prakvaṇa 

to dvikvaṇa positions on stage

dfnl;l/dfnl;l/mālasiri, n. (-pu) (var. mārsi) rāga 
for dasaĩ songs (fam. mvahanime)    ​-lay, n. 
(°lasa-,​-gū) song in rāga mālasiri

dfxf+sfM dfxf+sfM māhkāḥ, n. (°kāla-,​-gū) (var. mkāḥ) 
left-hand-side of a double-headed drum (In 
BKT the term haimā is used instead; only the 
left-hand drum of the nagarā pair is called 
mkāḥ)

ldr'nfo] ldr'nfo] miculāye, (lāta) to overlap in rhythm 
or metre

ldh+;M ldh+;M mijãsaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-saḥ) male voice
ld;f;M ld;f;M misāsaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-saḥ) female voice
dL/ dL/ mīr, n. (-gū) pitch of a string  ​-sāle, to alter 

the pitch by tightening the string
d'b|f d'b|f mudrā, n. manual signs in ritual, iconogra-

phy and dance, expressing various meanings 
and/or magical power

d'd] d'd] mūme, n. (-pu) last hymn of bhajan (lit. 
main song) (syn. ārati)

d] d] me, n. (-pu)  ​1. song  ​2. reed of harmonium 
(cf. rid  )

Djxlg Djxlg mvahani, n. (-gū) (var. mvaḥni) dasaĩ 
festival  ​-me, n. (-pu) dasaĩ song (syn. mārsi, 
mālasiri)  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) mode or tune 
of dasaĩ song

DjfnL+ DjfnL+ mvālĩ, n. (-pu) (var. maḥālĩ, muhālĩ, 
shawms played by Jugi tailor musicians (cf. 
gujarāti-, nvamat, pūjā-, bhamarā, bhveka-, 
rasan)

Dxo\vfKofv+ Dxo\vfKofv+ mhaykhāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 
(var. mhvayakhāpyākhã BKT) peacock dance
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oo  YA
or'kLrfor'kLrf yacupīcā, cf. yecupī
o+nf o+nf yãlā, n. eleventh month of Newar calendar  ​

-me, n. (-pu) song sung before mvahani
ofsM ofsM yākaḥ, (°kala-)  ​1. n. solo  ​2. aj. alone  ​-me, 

n. (-pu) (for song) solo  ​-bājã, n. (°jana-,​-gū) 
(for instrument) solo 

osM/f osM/f yekaḥrā, n. (-gaḥ)    ​1. single-reed har-
monium (sound of)  ​2. single-stringed instru-
ment (sound of)  ​3. aj. one-sided (person)

or'kL or'kL yecupī, n. (°pila-,​-cāḥ “circle” etc.) (var. 
yacupīcā) lip disc of a shawm

oGofMKofv+ oGofMKofv+ yẽyāḥpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) sea-
sonal dramas staged at cross roads during 
yẽyāḥ punhi (Indra jātrā)

//  RA
/fu /fu rāga, n. (-gū)  ​1. (var. rāg) melody model 

in śāstriya saṅgīt  ​2. free-rhythmic introduc-
tion to tātāli (BKT navabājā)  ​3. free-rhyth-
mic vocal introduction to a dāphā song, usu-
ally enriched by a few lālākhĩ strokes  ​-kāye, 
(kāla,kayā)  ​1. (for main dāphā singer) to sing 
an introduction  ​2. (for lālākhĩ drummer) to 
apply a few accompanying strokes    ​-thva-
kegu, n. (-gū) lālākhĩ strokes to accompany 
the vocal introduction to a dāphā song

/fwfs[i0fKofv+ /fwfs[i0fKofv+ rādhākṛṣṇapyākhã, n. (°khana-,​
-gu) dance of Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa, performed 

by four Jyāpu boys dressed up as two pairs 
of Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa during sāpāru in BKT

/fdbl/ /fdbl/ rāmadari, n. (-pu) a rāga
/f;ehg /f;ehg rāsbhajan, n. (-pu) devotional 

group-singing with tablā and harmonium
/f;d] /f;d] rāsme, n. (-pu) particular song or hymn
l/vf l/vf rikhā, n. (-gū) a tāla (BKT navabājā)
l/t' l/t' ritu, n. season of a year  ​-me, n. (-pu) sea-

sonal song  ​-lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) seasonal tune 
or mode

l/b l/b rid, n. (-pu) harmonium reed (fam. me)
?ksM ?ksM rupakaḥ, n. (-gū) short drama

nn  LA
n+Rj n+Rj lãcva, n. (-gu) (var. lcva BKT) dh drum-

ming piece for processions (BKT dhbājā)
n+tf n+tf lãtā, n. (-gū) gũlābājā tāla (BKT)
nul;v nul;v lagasikha, n. (-gū) a tāla of dāphā 

(BKT)
nlk nlk lapi, n. (-pi) stiletto used by drum makers 

(cf. ucatã )
no\ no\ lay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū)    ​1.  tempo (in music)    ​

2. tune 
no\tfKofv+ no\tfKofv+ laytāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū)    ​

1. joyous dance  ​2. comic play 
no\tfd] no\tfd] laytāme, n. (-pu) joyous song
njM njM lavaḥ, n. (-gū) second part of gvārā 

n;s';d] n;s';d] laskusme, n. (-pu) song of welcome
n:tfd] n:tfd] lastāme, n. (-pu) joyous song
nfv] nfv] lākhe, n. anim. man-eating ogre  ​-pyākhã, 

n. (°khana-,​-gū) demon dance accompa-
nied by lākhebājā (cf. daityapyākhã )  ​-bājā, 
n. (-gaḥ) pachimā used for lākhepyākhã 
accompaniment

nfgfsfo] nfgfsfo] lānākāye, (kāla, kayā) to take up (a 
song, tune, rhythm)

nfkfKofv+ nfkfKofv+ lāpāpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) butter-
fly dance

nfkfyfo] nfkfyfo] lāpāthāye, (thāta) to clap in rhythm
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nfo] nfo] lāye, (lāta) to take up (a tune, mode, song, 
etc); to memorize

nfnflv+ nfnflv+ lālākhĩ, n. (°khina-,​-gaḥ) (var. khĩ ) 
double-headed drum with black tuning paste 
(khau) on both heads; used for accompani-
ment of dāphā songs and dances

nfxfh's]u' nfxfh's]u' lāhājukegu, n. (-gū) lālākhĩ drum-
ming exercise BKT

ln ln li, onp. drumming syllable (lālākhĩ)
lnsf/f lnsf/f likārāḥ, n. (-gū) a tamvaḥ piece played 

by tailors returning from a pūjā
ln;M ln;M lisaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-gū)    ​1.  answer, reply    ​

2. type of drumming (like an echo)
n' n' lu, n. (-gū) (var. lū) scenery, view  ​2. scene 

of a drama
n'r' n'r' lucu, n. quick step in dance    ​-palāḥ, n. 

(°lākha-,​-r) skipping
n'l;Kofv+ n'l;Kofv+ lusipyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) stick 

dance using pestles (BKT sāpāru)
n" n" lū, cf. lu

Nof;]NofDxKofv+ Nof;]NofDxKofv+ lyāselyāymhapyākhã, n. 
(°khana-,​-gū) lover’s duet dance

Nof;]NofDxd] Nof;]NofDxd] lyāselyāymhame, n. (-pu) love 
song

Njs Njs lvaka, n. anim. people (var. lvaḥka)    ​
-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) folk dance    ​
-bākhã, n. (°khana-,​-pu) folk tale    ​-lay, n. 
(°lasa-,​-gū) folk tune

NjsAjsyfo]NjsAjsyfo] lvakabvakathāye, (for music stu-
dents or drunk players) to create a musical 
chaos by playing irregularly or missing the 
correct tempo BKT

NjsAjsjfg] NjsAjsjfg] lvakabvakavāne, id.
Njd Njd lvama, n. (-pu) (for dancer) passage to 

enter stage
Njx+ Njx+ lvahã, n. (°hãta-,​-gaḥ) stone (used by 

drum-makers as tuning-hammer)
Nxfs Nxfs lhāka, n. anim. (var. -mha)  ​1. composer 

(of song, poem)  ​2. speaker  ​3. prayer
Nx'o] Nx'o] lhuye, to dance (BKT)  pyākhã -, id.

jj  VA
ljho ljho vijaya, n. (-pu) a rāga (PT)
ljef; ljef; vibhāsa, n. (-pu) id.

ljNjd ljNjd vilvama, n. (-pu) (for dancer) passage 
to leave stage

lj>fd lj>fd viśrāma, n. (-ka) (for drama etc.) interval

zz  ŚA
>L s[i0f Ujf/f >L s[i0f Ujf/f śrī kṛṣṇa gvarāḥ, n. (-gū) auspi-

cious drumming piece of BKT gũlābājā
>L eujfg Ujf/f >L eujfg Ujf/f śrī bhagavān gvārā, n. (-gū) 

drumming piece of PT gũlābājã 

;;  SA
;+lulg Ujf/f ;+lulg Ujf/f sãgini gvārā, n. (-gū) drumming 

piece of PT gũlābājã 
;+b]d] ;+b]d] sãdeme, n. (-pu) ballad describing the 

plight of a newly married Newar woman 
whose husband went to Tibet as a trader, 

leaving her defenceless against the cunning 
schemes of his so-called friend

;+o\rn+ ;+o\rn+ sãycalã, n. (-gū) a tāla (BKT navabājā)
;+o\ ;+o\ sãy, n. anim. Tibetan  ​-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​

-gū) Tibetan dance    ​-saminīpyākhã, n. 
(°khana-,​-gū) Tibetan lovers’ duet dance
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;lt;M ;lt;M satisāḥ, n. (-pu) kind of tree used for 
drums and shawms

;Goafhf ;Goafhf sanyabājā, n. (°jana-,​-gū) ritual music 
played by Jugi twice a day at shrines

;e'h+ ;e'h+ sabhujã, n. (°jana-) (var. -bva) marriage 
feast in which couple eats from the same dish  ​
-puye, (pula) (for Jugi) to play an auspicious 
tune for such an occasion

;d ;d sam, n. (-gū) beginning of a tāla cycle (in 
śāstriya saṅgīt)

;ldgLKofv+ ;ldgLKofv+ saminīpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 
Tibetan dance (cf. sãy-)

;j]{̆ j/Ujf/ ;j]{̆ j/Ujf/ sarveśvar gvārā, n. (-gū) drumming 
piece of PT gũlābājã

;n ;n sala, n. anim. (var. salcā BKT) horse    ​
-pyākhã n. (°khana-,​-gū) horse dance

;;'BM ;;'BM sasudyaḥ, n. (°deva-) Sarasvatī, goddess 
of learning, music, and weaving 

;M ;M saḥ, n. (sala-,​-saḥ) sound, voice    ​-cĩ, n. 
(°cina-,​-gū) musical notation (syn. thāsā)

;f+h ;f+h sj, n. brass staple of a shawm
;ftk'o] ;ftk'o] sātapuye, (pula) (for Jugi) to play an 

auspicious shawm piece 
;ftdf+ ;ftdf+ sātam, n. (-gū) a tāla (PT gũlābājã )
;fkf? ;fkf? sāpāru, n. (-gū) the gāi-jātrā festival    ​

-pyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gu) stick dance per-
formed during sāpāru (BKT)

;fdfHof ;fdfHof sāmājyā, n. (-gū) rice harvest  ​-me, n. 
(-pu) song sung during rice harvest  ​-lay, n. 
(°lasa-,​-gū) id.

;f/+u ;f/+u sārãga, n. (-pu) a rāga 
;f/+lu ;f/+lu sārãgi, n. (-gaḥ) four-stringed fiddle of 

the gāy bards
;fn';M ;fn';M sālusaḥ, n. (°sala-,​-saḥ) soft voice 
l;5\ofM l;5\ofM sichyāḥ, n. (°chyāla-,​-pā) (var. ky, 

chusyāḥ) flat, thin-walled cymbals 
l;hfM l;hfM sijāḥ, n. (-pu) graceful ending of a dāphā 

song after the drums have stopped (syn. 
kinārā)

l;tnfd] l;tnfd] sitalāme, n. (-pu) (var. sitalamājume) 
song of suffering, first sung when children 

suffering from smallpox were exiled from 
the Kathmandu Valley

l;tf/ l;tf/ sitār, n. (-gaḥ) North Indian long-necked 
lute 

l;wo\s]u' BMNxfo\u' l;wo\s]u' BMNxfo\u' sidhaykegu dyaḥlhāygu, n. 
(-gū) last section of dyaḥlhāygu, played by 
BKT dhimay groups while passing a god dur-
ing a procession

l;gfHof l;gfHof sinājyā, n. (-gū) paddy transplanting  ​
-me, n. (-pu) paddy transplanting song  ​-lay, 
n. (°lasa-,​-gū) id.

l;n'd] l;n'd] silume, n. (-pu) sentimental ballad sung 
during gũpuni, describing a young couple’s 
ill-fated journey to Silu

;Lafhf ;Lafhf sībājā, n. (°jana-,​-gū) nāykhĩ drum-
ming piece for funeral processions; its drum-
ming patterns changing whilst passing sacred 
stones at streetcrossings (when played out of 
context, the music is said to cause death and 
desease)

;' ;' su, n. straw  ​-cāḥ, n. (°cala-,​-cāḥ) (var. pecā 
BKT) straw ring on which kettledrums are 
placed for support    ​-nau, n. (°nali-,​-phuti, 
“drop”) straw ashes (for making khau for 
drums)

;'/ ;'/ sur, n. (-gū) (var. sūr) tone (cf. svara)
:ju+dfnL+ :ju+dfnL+ svagãmālĩ, n. (-gū) auspicious tamvaḥ 

piece played by Jugi during marriage, when 
bride and groom place tikā on each other’s 
forehead BKT)

:jrfM :jrfM svacāḥ,  ​1. aj. (playing) three times  ​2. n. 
(-gū) navabājā pieces played in three sets, in 
alternation with pairs of dāphā songs (BKT)

:jg+ :jg+ svanã, n. (var. svanā KTM)  ​1. ritual plac-
ing of sacred objects  ​2. consecrated area in 
which ritual objects are placed    ​-thvane-
bale, n. (-gū) pastāḥ piece played by oil-
pressers on arrival at dalãchẽ (BKT)  ​-pujā, 
n. (-gū) a pūjā during which symbolically 
decorated earthenware pots are ritually 
arranged, accompanied by cacā songs
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:jo\gu'd] :jo\gu'd] svaynagume, n. (-pu) (var. svayna-
guyāme) sentimental ballad about a tragic 
love triangle

:j/ :j/ svar, n. (-gu) sound (cf. sur)
:j]tsfnLKofv+ :j]tsfnLKofv+ svetakālīpyākhã n. (°khana-,​

-gū) ritual mask dance of KTM

xx  HA
x x ha, n. (-ka) signal to be shouted or sung to 

by leading drummer to indicate entry to other 
players (cf. caca, caha)

x}df x}df haimā, n.    ​1.  terrifying and destructive 
aspect of Nāsaḥdyaḥ, receiving blood sacri-
fice during a musical apprenticeship (only at 
BKT)   ​2.  low-pitched drum head of a dou-
ble-headed drum BKT   ​-dyaḥ, id.    ​1. BKT  ​
-pvaḥ, (°pvāla-,​-pvāḥ) hole in wall as a pas-
sageway for Haimādyaḥ

xg]k"hfxg]k"hf hanepūjā, n. (-gū) cf. hānepūjā
xg'dfgKofv+ xg'dfgKofv+ hanumānpyākhã, n. (°khana-,​-gū) 

Hanumān dance
x/l;n x/l;n harasila, n. (-pu) cacā song sung in con-

junction with nakĩkhāke (PT)

xfg]k"hf xfg]k"hf hānepūjā, n. (-gū) worship of Nāsaḥdyaḥ 
during music apprenticeship, introducing the 
complete set of musical instruments in the 
teaching sessions (var. hanepūjā KTM)

xfdf xfdf hāmā, n. anim. leader of a music group 
(cf. nāyaḥ)

xf/lag xf/lag hārbin, n. (-gaḥ) (var. arvin BKT) 
Indian harmonium used for bhajan accom-
paniment and śāstriya saṅgīt

x'n] x'n] hule, to dance (fam. pyākhã- KTM)
Jxlnd] Jxlnd] hvalime, n. (-pu) song sung during hvali 

festival (cf. phāgume)
Jxlnno\ Jxlnno\ hvalilay, n. (°lasa-,​-gū) id.




