Acknowledgements

This book presents research that was executed within the framework
of my Max Planck Research Group “Objects in the Contact Zone – The
Cross-Cultural Lives of Things” at Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz –
Max-Planck-
Institut between 2011 and 2018. I therefore thank the
Max-Planck-
Society for providing the funds and structures for this
undertaking.
I am very grateful to Gerhard Wolf and Alessandro Nova for the consistent support of this research group in Florence. The project would
never have flourished as well as it did without the KHI’s outstanding academic environment, and our work has benefitted greatly from a lively
exchange with numerous colleagues who have worked and visited there
over the years. The idea for this volume grew out of conversations with
Anna Sophia Messner, who was a doctoral fellow in my group, and with
Kerstin Schankweiler, who stayed a close academic friend of the project
after having spent a short term as a visiting researcher in Florence. Their
steady commitment made it possible to continue working on this publication together, even after the sometimes much too fast-paced rhythm
of academic commitments had led us to other places. Lea Mönninghoff
helped as a student assistant in the first stages of preparation of the
manuscript in Florence, Marie Hummel at TU Dresden assisted when we
finalized it for submission. An important step along the way was a writing
retreat that brought almost all contributors together for several days in
the summer of 2017 in Hohenems. Hanno Loewy, the director of the Jewish Museum Hohenems, generously provided us with space to work—and
by way of his museum’s splendid exhibition he introduced us to his take
on objects and their historic agency, which we found very much in tune
with ours.
Monica Juneja, Russell Ó Ríagáin, and two anonymous peer reviewers
provided great encouragement along with valuable critical feed back. They
made it possible to turn the manuscript into a splendid book at Heidelberg
University Press, where it is most aptly placed within the Heidelberg Studies on Transculturality series. The open access version of this volume was
generously supported with a grant from the University Library of Freie Universität Berlin, I thank Robert Ave and the team edocs as well as Kerstin
Schankweiler and Tobias Wendl who facilitated this.
Last but not least, most heartfelt thanks go out to the authors of
this book. They have all been collaborators or fellows of my Max Planck
Research Group. Each of them embraced the spirit of “Objects in the
Contact Zone” from a different angle. Yet, the keen interest in enhancing
and developing our perspectives provided ample common ground and
Troelenberg, Eva-Maria. 2021. “Acknowledgements.” In Reading Objects in the Contact Zone,
edited by Eva-Maria Troelenberg, Kerstin Schankweiler, and Anna Sophia Messner, ix–x.
Heidelberg Studies on Transculturality 9. Heidelberg: Heidelberg University Publishing.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.766.c10394

ix

Acknowledgements

was a constant confirmation for the timeliness and relevance of cross-
cultural art history and visual studies.

Utrecht, December 2019
Eva-Maria Troelenberg

x

