abbala
adalata
adda
adhiyd
Aghort
ahada
Ainkhana
akarnanama
akrara
alipatra
amala
amalr
amanata
ana
angula
aputalt

arjabegt
Asala Jaist

Asala Rajaputa

Glossary

The best of four land categories (cp. doyama, cahara, sima), also used for
the tenants on such land.

A law court at the district level or in frontier areas, superordinated to
thanas and amalas.

1) A law court superordinated to adalatas, thanas and amalas; 2) An
office, post or station where state functionaries carry out their duties.

A system of share-cropping in the central hill region, under which the
cultivator paid half of the rice-crop as rent.

A group of Hindu ascetics whose spiritual practice is focused on the
attainment of a state of non-discrimination characterised as aghora (lit.
‘non-terrible’).

(International) treaty.

The law office established by Janga Bahadura Rana in 1851 or 1852. It
was responsible for amending and cancelling existing laws or for drafting
new legislation at the initiative of the prime minister.

In legal procedure, a report assembling all evidence brought forth in a
case.

Written acknowledgement of rights.

Deed of relinquishment of title.

A village level revenue collection office with judicial functions. In the
Ain, adalatas, thanas and amalas were the central institutions for judicial
administration.

Chief of an amala office, a revenue functionary of a regional administrative
unit with judicial powers.

Revenue collection by a salaried official.

A monetary unit worth Yi6 of a rupee with 4 ana constituting 1 suka.

A measure of length equivalent to a finger’s breadth.

Property in default of a son as heir; escheatable property.
Superintendent of a prison.

A class of Brahmins inferior to Upadhyaya Brahmins, born from the union
of an Upadhyaya man and his Upadhyaya concubine or a Jais1 woman
ritually married to him.

Group classified as the highest among the Rajaputas.
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Glossary
Asala Srestha

asarpht
Athya

avarje
Bada

Badi Bhida
bédha

badhakarara
Baghara

bahi(-patra)
bajira
bakasabirta
baksaunt

banalinga

barudakhdana
bedt
begart

bekha
besautya
betht
Bhada

bhaibharadara
bhala manisa
bhanga
bharadara

Bhata

A clan within the Newar Srestha caste group considered inferior to
Chathariya Sresthas and superior to other Sresthas of lower rank.

A gold coin.

‘a sort of remittent fever occurring on every eighth day, regarded as very
fatal’ (TND s.v. dthe).

Abstract account.

A Newar caste group consisting of Sﬁkyas and Vajracaryas, considered
inferior to the Sresthas.

See Bhada.

Collateral; property pledged by a borrower such as substantial property,
valuables or human chattel; a borrower or his family members could also
pledge themselves.

A loan agreement secured by a collateral with a stipulated term.

An ascetic group wearing tiger-skin robes, probably belonging to a Saiva
sect.

Account, balance sheet.

(Prime) Minister.

A tax-free, inheritable and transferable birta grant.

A judicial fee levied by the government for settling disputes or permitting
sales.

Egg-shaped pebbles declared to be a sivalinga; a type of self-existing
(svayambhit) or natural liriga.

An ammunition magazine.

A fee for the initiation of a trial concerning debt recovery.

Forced labour services for the government, to be provided by tenants,
especially for porterage or construction works.

An inheritable birta grant.

Trader.

A type of forced labour service.

An untouchable caste whose members work as singers, dancers or live
on begging. Their caste status is equal to that of the Vadis.

See bharadara.

Nobles or elders who exercised judicial authority on the local level.

An eatable or drinkable preparation of cannabis.

A generic term for a member of the royal family or high-level state func-
tionaries, also bhaibharadara.

Offspring born from the union of a Brahmin man and his Upadhyaya
concubine, or a Jaisi woman with whom he is not related, but who was
previously married with two husbands; offspring born from the union of
an Upadhyaya or Jais1 Brahmin with a concubine or widow belonging to
the Dasanami, Jogi, Jangama, Sannyasi, Sebada, Kanaphatta, Vairagt or
other kinds of ascetics.
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Bhatta Brahmin

bhatuva
Bhote

bicart
birta

birtabitalapa
bisauda
bisaulr
bitalapa
bodi

bokst
Bubhadela
cahara

caka

cakut
candrayana
caradama (thekt)
caudhart
cautariya
chaithi

chaitt
chamgra
chapa

Chebhadela

Chipa

Glossary

A class of Brahmins who came originally from Maharasthra and were
brought to Kathmandu by the Malla Kings.

A servant working only for his keep.

Anumbrella term designating Tibetanoid groups classified as Enslavable
Alcohol-drinkers; also for a non-ethnically defined legal status.
Magistrate, ranked under dittha.

A royal land grant with far-reaching privileges in terms of tax-exemption,
revenue collection and judicial authority.

An often tax-exempted type of birta grant which obliges its beneficiary
to work for the state when called upon to do so.

A court fee of 20 percent of the amount involved in litigation, mostly to
be paid by the losing party of a lawsuit.

A weight measure equalling 112 tolas.

See birtabitalapa.

A weight measure equalling 27 rolas.

Witch.

Residential Title Office responsible for the registration of land transfers
and land disputes.

The worst of four land categories (cp. abbala, doyama and sima), also
used for the tenants on such land.

A low-caste man punished by enslavement for a sexual offence.

1) A low-caste woman punished by enslavement for a sexual offence;
2) Cattle confiscated by the state for killing a person or after being a victim
in a bestiality case.

1) A series of fasts where the food portions increase or decrease according
to the lunar fortnights; 2) A fee subsituting the performance of this type
of penance.

A fee to be paid by a tenant upon the confirmation or renewal of his tenure.
A headman or landlord vested with revenue-collection rights, especially
in the Tarai.

A high-ranking title with no specific functions attached, granted to several
male descendents of the Saha kings at a time.

A post-natal ritual on the 6™ day after birth.

A court fee of 6 percent of the amount involved in litigation.

Betrothal gifts offered by a suitor, mostly from an Enslavable or Non-
enslavable Alcohol-drinking caste.

var. chapela; 1) Seal or stamp; 2) Land granted by the state to individuals
on a lifetime basis in return for their service.

Building authority, also responsible for building and renovating state
houses and properties.

A Newar caste whose members are cloth dyers by profession.
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Glossary
Citrakara
cumavana

Cunaro/Cunara
Cudyaro (Cudaro)

Curaute
custa
Cyamakhala

Cyangrakaust
cyuti

dagola
daksina

dama

Damai

damala

danapatra
danda(-kunda)
Danuvara
daphadara
Daphadarakhana
daphtart

darabara
Darai
darbha

darsanabheta

Dasai

DasSanami
dasauda

A Newar caste whose members are painters by profession, considered
inferior to the Jyapu castes.

A levy imposed on occasion of the life-cycle initiation (vratabandha) of
the king or the crown prince.

Woodworker castes.

A caste group whose members traditionally work as stonemasons; clas-
sified as a Water-unacceptable, but Touchable caste.

‘Hill Muslims’; Muslim community native to Kathmandu Valley, renowned
for their bracelet manufacture.

Military riding trousers which are baggy from waist to knee and are tight
from knee to ankle, also known as ‘jodhpurs’.

A Newar caste similar to Podes in occupation, yet considered lower to
Podes in social gradation; the lowest among the Untouchable castes.

An alternative designation for Sadaradaphadarakhana.

A volumetric unit equal to Y10 of one muthi.

A land surveyor.

Sacrificial fee or wage paid to the priest at the end of a ritual.

Vi of 1 paisa.

A caste group whose members traditionally work as tailors or musicians;
the 5" lowest among the Untouchable castes.

Replacement for execution for perpetrators from castes exempted from
the death penalty; the offender is branded on his left cheek, his entire
property is confiscated and he is imprisoned for life.

Deed of gift; the founding charta of a charitable endowment.

A generic term for judicial fines and penalties.

An ethnic group in the lowland.

Land registry, cf. Sadaradaphadarakhana, Kampu Daphadara.

See Sadaradaphadarakhana.

A revenue functionary responsible for the accounts of land assignments
to army personnel.

A royal court.

An ethnic group in the low land, living as fishermen and farmers.

A holy grass used in sacrifices, Desmostachya bipinnata (L.) STAPF.

A cash levy paid to the king and principal members of the royal family
by civil and military personnel at the time of their (re-)appointment.
Festival to worship the goddess Durga as slayer of the buffalo demon, held
over the bright half of the autumn month of Asvina (badadasai/ mahadasar)
and, on a smaller scale, over the bright half of the spring month of Caitra
(caitedasar).

An order of Saiva ascetics said to be founded by Sankaracharya.

A court fee of 10 percent of the amount involved in litigation, mostly to
be paid by the wining party of a lawsuit.
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daskhata
dastabeja
dest
Devabhaju
devali (guthi)

dhaka

dhakre
dhapot
dharmadhikara

dharmapatra
dharmasala
dharnt

dharota syaha
dhikuro

Dhobit

dhokrya

dhoti

dhungo chuvaunu

dittha
doko-boko
dolaji

Doma
Dotyala Jaist

doyama

Dravida Brahmin
Dui

Dui-Linga-Jaist
dvare

fakir
gadimumarakha

Gaine

Glossary

A missive signed by the prime minister.

Legal document, producible in evidence.

An inhabitant of the Indian plains.

A Hindu Newar priest, also known as Rajopadhyayas.

A guthi of a Newar lineage-group for the performance of the rituals of
their clan deity.

A measure of weight (corresp. to two maunds [or man] or 164 1bs. avdp)
made out of bronze or iron.

A former state employee.

Personal account entries.

Chief judge in religious jurisdiction whose main duties are to grant expi-
ation and rehabilitation to polluted individuals. The term is exclusively
used for Brahmins.

Religiously solemnised document or deed.

Pilgrim shelter.

A measure of weight equal to 2 bisauli.

Deposit ledger.

Funeral mound of earth erected after the death of a deceased person.
See Hindu Dhobi.

Grain speculator.

A loincloth worn by men.

Lit. ‘to make sb. touch a stone’; probably a rite at the end of a trial where
the losing party has to touch a stone representing Visnu or the king and
has to place a fee on it, maybe for the purpose of expiation.

A loincloth worn by men.

Labour services and payments in cash or in kind due on kipata land.

A son-in-law living in the home of his parents-in-law.

A Water-unacceptable caste group.

A category of low-caste Brahmins inferior to Upadhyayas, Asala- and
Tina-Linga-Jaisis.

The second best of four land categories (cp. abbala, sima and cahara),
also used for the tenants on such land.

A class of Brahmins of South Indian descent.

A Newar caste whose members are considered inferior to the Jyapu castes,
also known as Putuvara.

A Jais1 whose mother was previously married to two other men.

A local revenue collection official with minor police and judicial powers.
A generic term for all sorts of ascetics.

Levy collected on a country-wide basis to finance the expenses of a royal
coronation.

A caste group whose members were singers and dancers by profession.
The 4" lowest among the Untouchable castes.
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Glossary

gandr
gauda
gaurai
gaurun
Gayatr

ghadr
Ghale

gharabart
Gharti

ghata
ghiu-khant

godadhuva
godana

Golaghara
gotra

Gujarati Brahmin

gumasta
guru
Gurunga
gutht

guthivara
hakima
hale

Hamala
handr

Harivamsa

Hijra
Hindu Dhob1

A monetary unit consisting of 4 paisas; equivalent to 1 ana.

Frontier offices under military administration.

Payment of earnest.

Village agent.

Also called SavitrT; verse from the Rgveda (3.62.10), sometimes considered
as essence of the Veda.

A measure of time equal to 24 minutes.

A clan among the Gurunga, descendants of the Ghale dynasty, who are
catagorised as Non-enslavable Alcohol-drinkers.

Farmhouse with adjoining land.

An umbrella term to classify people of ‘notorious’ origin such as offspring
from certain incestuous or hypergamous unions.

An access to a river, used for ritual bathing or cremation.

Lit. ‘ghee fee’; additional payment to a creditor or landlord in order to
supply him with ghee.

Tax levied to finance the wedding and dowry of the reigning king’s eldest
daughter.

Lit. ‘gift of a cow’; a fine to be paid by a polluted person to the dharma-
dhikara for expiation.

A cage-shaped prison located in the middle of the central jail of Nepal.
Line of descent of a mythical seer (rsi), which originally represented
a sacrificial community.

A class of Brahmins of Gujarati descent.

A revenue collection assistant.

A spiritual master, mentor or teacher.

A Tibeto-Burman ethnic group in the central hills.

1) Endowment of land or other sources of revenue for financing religious
and charitable functions. 2) An organisation responsible to carry out such
functions.

Trustee or member of a guthi.

Chief of an administrative unit, government office or court.

A pakho land holding in the hill region which could be ploughed by one
ox-team in one day.

The offspring born of extramarital unions of JaisTs and Rajapitas.

An earthen pot of alms given out by the government or other charitable
institution to ascetics, students or the poor.

‘Genealogy of Hari’; sacred text of the Hindu tradition dealing with the
ancestry and exploits of Krsna and believed to be a supplement to the
Mahabharata.

Community of eunuchs, intersex and transgender people.

A washermen caste; the 9" lowest among the Untouchable castes.
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Hiticoka
hudda

hukuma
hulaka

Hurkya
ijara
ijaradara
insayena
istihara
Itacapali

jabanabandr
jagera

jagira
jagiradara

Jjamadara
Jjamanipatra
Jjaminadara
Jjanai

janai supart

Jangama
Jjaphatt

Jjetha-budha
Jethaka
Jjhakrt

Jjhanna-panna
jhara

Glossary

The office for meeting the sudden and petty expenses of the royal court
in kind.

A low-ranking military or police functionary who could also be assigned
to civilian offices.

Order, especially from the king or members of the Rana family.

A system of transportation for official mail and civil and military supplies
through relays of porters.

An untouchable caste which ranks below the Sarki, Kami, Cunaro and
Cunara castes.

System under which the government granted to an individual the exclusive
right to collect revenue from a specified source, subject to the payment
of a sum stipulated in advance.

Holder of an ijara.

Junior military officer.

Public proclamation.

Criminal Court. One of the four central courts (cara adalata) located in
Kathmandu, others being Kotilinga, Taksara, and Dhanasara.

Written statement of the acceptance of a court decision.

Land held in reserve by the state for special appointments, rewards or
endowments.

Land assigned to government employees in lieu of salaries.

A government employee who is remunerated for his services by the
assignment of taxation rights on land.

A low-ranking commissioned officer in the army who could also be
assigned to civil offices.

Written declaration of suretyship.

Landholder, zamindar.

Sacred Thread differentiating the Twice-born (dvija) from the Single-born
(ekaja) castes.

Betrothal ritual where the bride receives the Sacred Thread (janai) and
betel nuts (suparr) from the groom.

A group of wandering Lingayat ascetics.

Land confiscated by the government which is converted into state-owned
land and reassigned to a new landlord or tenant.

A village headman responsible for local affairs such as the maintenance
of law and order.

The share of the joint-family property received by the eldest wife or son
during property partition.

Wizard.

Probably a certain unorthodox doctrine rejected by Hindus.

Forced labour, unpaid work or assistance exacted from the people by the
government or a landlord.
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Glossary
Jjharaphuka

Jhuttavala
Jhelakhana
jilla
Jjimmavala
Jjitapatra
Jjitauri
jiuni

Jogt

Jumli Jaist

Jyapu

kabuliyata
kacahart
Kadara
kaji
Kalavara

kaldara
kallara
kamadara
Kam1
kampant
kampu

Kampu Daphadara

Kanaphatta
kanugoi

kanydadana

kapalr tamasuka
kapardara

Shamanic treatment by which mantras are blown on the body of a sick
person.

A subordinate to a mukhiya.

State prison authority.

A category of land rights.

A revenue collection functionary in the hill districts.

Certificate of court victory or of exoneration.

Court fee to be paid by the winning party in a lawsuit.

Land or other property meant to ensure subsistence; in the course of the
sub-division of ancestral property, it refers to additional wealth transferred
to a co-parcener on top of the share he or she is legally entitled to.

An ascetic, religious mendicant; specif. a follower of the Natha tradition.
See also Kanaphatta.

A Brahmin caste group of low status, inferior to Upadhyayas, Asala
Jaists, Uhi-Linga-Jaisis, Dui-Linga-Jaisis, Tina-Linga-Jaisis and Dotyala
Jaists.

A Newar clan consisting of different caste groups whose main occupation
is agriculture; considered to be inferior to Udasas.

Written agreement, contract or consent.

An administrative office with judicial powers.

The 6" lowest among the Untouchable castes.

An official of ministerial rank in the civil and military administration.
A Water-unacceptable but Touchable caste group, predominately settling
in the Tarai.

See kallara.

A gold coin issued under the Mughal emperors.

A steward, manager, agent.

The 7" lowest among the Untouchable castes; often blacksmiths, iron-
workers or armourers by profession.

A military company. One of three categories of army units, the other two
being paltana and kampu.

Regular army. One of three categories of army units, the other two being
paltana and kampani.

Registry responsible for land assignments of the military personnel belong-
ing to a kampu.

Ascetics with pierced ears; followers of Gorakhanatha.

A local official responsible for tax collection and record-keeping in the
Terai regions.

Lit. ‘gift of the virgin girl (daughter)’; climax of the marriage ritual when
the girl is handed over to her husband.

Deed for an unsecured loan agreement.

Chief of the royal household, chamberlain.
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karinda
kariya
karpana

Kasat

kathamahala
katuvala
Kausala

Kausitosakhana

kayelanama
khadr
khajarict
khanagr

Khana-Khavasa
kharadara
khata
khatachita
Khavasa

kheta

Khusalamusala
khuva
kipata

Kirati
kodale
kosa
kota
kotavala

kote dittha

Ksatriya
Kulu

Glossary

An official under the authority of a hakima.

A servant.

A fee of five rupees taken by the court from each party. By paying, the
litigants express their will to have the case decided by ordeal.

An untouchable caste group whose members live by selling meat and
fruits; the 11" lowest among the Untouchable castes.

Forestry office, responsible for timber managment.

A civil functionary.

State Council, court of judicial review consisting of the most important
state officials.

Central state treasury which served several additional functions, such
as the expenses for and storage of goods for the royal palace and the
appointment of subbas in the Tarai.

A written confession.

A type of blanket, often worn as a cloak, knitted on a loom.

Chief royal treasurer and hakima of the Kausttosakhana.

Emoluments of government employees and functionaries, often in the
form of land assignments.

Royal slaves recruited from orphans, cp. Khavasa.

Writer, secretary, official scribe.

An account book, ledger, especially of a creditor.

Sexual offence.

An umbrella term for current or former slaves of the nobility and the
offspring born of unions between nobles and slave women

Irrigated land in the hill region suitable for the cultivation of rice and
wheat.

A Newar caste considered inferior to Jyapu caste.

Land given as emolument for jagira holders.

A system of communal land tenure traditional amongst several ethnic
groups.

An umbrella term for the Limbus and Rais of eastern Nepal.

A pakho holding in the hill region which was too small to be ploughed
by oxen and therefore was cultivated with spades.

A measurement unit of distance varying between 3.2 and 3.6 kilometres
in ancient India, equivalent to a quarter of a yojana.

A fort or arsenal.

Chief police officer of a town or a district.

An officer in charge of arms and ammunition, ranking above a mukhiya,
but lower than a subba.

Member of the warrior estate (varna).

An Untouchable caste group whose members are leather-workers; the 8t
lowest among the Untouchable castes.
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Kumala

Kumaricoka
kuruva

kusa
kusabirta

Kusle

kuta

lagata

lajima dittha
lakha
lakha-(supari)

lala
lalamohora
lamt
Lavata

lekhata
lephtena
Limbu
lipha
Madhise

Madhise Brahmin

Magara
mahdjaca
mahandike

mahane
mahapataka

mahdardja
mahdarogi
mahasiila
mahasulya

An ethnic group of the inner Terai whose traditional main occupation is
pottery.

Central office and court of audit.

Volumetric unit equivalent to two manda, or 20 muthi.

Sacrificial grass, Desmostachya bipinnata (L.) STAPF.

Land grant made to Brahmins with religious motives, following a com-
mitment (samkalpa) made with holding kusa grass.

An untouchable caste group whose members work as sweepers and musi-
cians in royal households or temples; the 10" lowest among the Untouch-
able castes.

A system of tenancy under which a cultivator paid a fixed quantity of
produce or a fixed amount of money as rent to the owner of the field.
Register.

Auxiliary or non-combatant personnel in a military company.

One hundred thousand.

A Newar engagement ritual of offering a set of 10 betel nuts and a coin
presented in a small pot, mostly made of silver, by the groom’s family to
the bride’s family as a token confirming the marriage.

A unit of weight equalling V1o masa.

Royal order or decree bearing a red seal.

A matchmaker or procurer.

A term used for mixed castes originating from hypergamous unions among
Newars and Non-Newars.

Document, written statement.

Lieutenant.

An ethnic group in the far-eastern hill region.

A blank document bearing a client’s signature, thumbprint or seal.
Residents of Madhesa.

Brahmin castes inhabiting or originating from Madhesa.

An ethnic group in the central hills.

Auditor general.

A chief or principal leader of a community or locality entrusted with
judicial authority.

A local revenue functionary in the Kathmandu Valley.

A grievous sin causing the loss of caste. Five are enumerated: killing
a Brahmin, drinking liquor, theft, committing adultery with one’s teacher
and associating with anyone guilty of these crimes.

Great king.

Lit. ‘heinous disease’; white leprosy.

A certain type of land tax.

Irrigated paddy or unirrigated upland-fields in the hill regions, which
were taxed in cash.
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mahatau
Majhi

Mali

malika

mana
mandacamala

mainjuranama
Marahatta Brahmin
marauta

marjt
masa
mayayu
megajina
mijhara

misakhata
Mleccha

mohora
mohora ripaiya

mohoratamrapatra
mohorii

motha

Motha Tahabila
muculka
Mugalana
mukaddama

mukhiya

mukhtiyara
mulukt

Glossary

A village headman in the Tarai districts.

An ethnic group of the inner Terai whose traditional main occupation is
boat building and river transportation service.

A Newar caste whose members are gardeners by profession.

Lord, master; head of a family, office or state.

A volumetric unit equivalent to 0.568 litres, or ¥ of a pathi.

A land grant given to a bharadara or a high-ranking officer in order to
provide him with daily supplies of food; given under the condition that
it shall become state-owned (raikara) land upon his death; also known
as khuva-birta.

Letter of consent.

A class of Brahmins of Maharashtrian descent.

A governmental land grant endowed to the family of a person who gave
his life for the welfare of the kingdom.

(Prime ministerial) order.

A measure of weight, equaling Yioth of a rola.

A type of land grant made to a person out of compassion or love.
Military arsenal where weapons and armory were stored or produced.
A headman of ethnic groups of low caste status; responsible for the
collection of levies, fines or escheats from the families falling under his
jurisdiction.

Illicit sexual intercourse among or by Newars.

‘Foreigner’, an outsider to the Brahmanic socio-ritual order, also used for
Christians.

See lalamohora and mohora ripaiya.

A monetary unit equivalent to two eight-ana silver coins (mohoras),
4 sukas, 16 anas or 64 paisds.

Royal copperplate deed.

See mohora ripaiya.

Consolidated sum, tax assessment.

Land tax registry and assessment office.

1) Report; 2) Witnessed written declaration.

Lit. ‘land of the Mughals’; The Indo-Gangetic plains of North India.
Headman of a village, caste or corporation, usually charged with the
realisation of revenue.

A designation for an administrative post used at the local, district and
central level. At the local level mukhiyas functioned as village headmen
and revenue functionaries. District headmen were also called mukhiyas.
In the central administration, mukhiyas were writers who kept accounts
or supervised officials of lower ranks.

Prime minister and commander-in-chief.

1) Pertaining to a realm; 2) Royal.
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Glossary

Mulukikhana
munsit

murt
Musalamana

mutht
Nagara Brahmin

ndike
naivedya

Nakarmi
namardi

Nanaka
nanakara

Nepala
pagart

Pahar1

paisa
pakho
pala
paltana

panaphula
panaunit
paiica

pariicagavya

paramabhatta
Pare Ghart1

Parja

parvatiya

Central Treasury.

Writer, author, teacher or a translator. Munsis were properly trained scribes
and secretaries of the courts.

Unit of land measurement in the hill region, comprising ¥4 ropani with
100 murts in 1 kheta.

Muslim; Muslims were classified as a Water-unacceptable but Touchable
caste group.

A volumetric unit equivalent to Y10 of a mana.

A class of Brahmins, probably the one which is primarily found in Gujarat
and Rajasthan.

A leader of any kind of group or locality, especially of a Newar village.

Offering of eatables presented to a deity.

A Newar caste group, blacksmiths by profession.

Lit. ‘unmanliness (fee)’; 1) a compensation to be paid by an adulterer to
the aggrieved husband; 2) a fine to be paid by an aggrieved husband who
continues to have sexual intercourse with his adulterous wife.

Sikh.

Land-revenue rights enjoyed by chaudharis, guraus, kanugois and the
likes in the Tarai districts.

Kathmandu Valley.

The turban worn by high-ranking civil and military personnel, also a term
for the class of officials wearing it.

An ethnic group in the vicinity of Kathmandu Valley speaking a Tibeto-
Burmese language.

A monetary unit equal to ¥4 of an ana.

Unirrigated high or hillside land on which only dry crops can be grown.
A measure of weight equal to 1 fola.

Regiment, battalion. One of three categories of army units, the other two
being kampu and kampani.

A small fee (lit. for pana, i.e. paan, a preparation combining betel leaf
with areca nut) offered in compensation.

Reward handed over to the finder of a lost object by its owner.

A assembly of elders forming a local judicial body.

A mixture of the five products of a cow (milk, curd, ghee, urine and dung);
often used for ritual purification.

A deed, prepared by the seller, formalizing the sale of a slave.

Caste group consisting of former slaves and their offspring; assigned to
the Enslavable castes.

An umbrella term for Bhote, Cepanga, Darai, Majht, Hayu, Danuvara,
Kumala and Pahari, who are classified as enslavable.

The Nepali-speaking population of hill origin.
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pasuvana

patht
patiya

patra
patta
petiva(-kharca)

peva

pharakatt,

var. pharakha
pharchyapatra
pharmaist
phaujadara

phikadara

phukadama
pinda

Pode
potadara
pradhana
pramangit

pranayama
prasada
prayascitta
puchrya chapa
pija

purja

purji

pusta

pyaja-khani

rahadani
raibandr

Glossary

Lit. ‘(fee) for animal-like (behaviour)’; a compensation to be paid to an
aggrieved husband by his wife’s paramour.

A volumetric unit equivalent to 4.546 litres comprising 8 mands.

A penalty through which one keeps or regains one’s caste status, see also
prayascitta.

Letter, document.

Deed of lease.

A category of governmental land grant endowed for maintaining the
recipient’s livelihood.

Dowry; the private property of a married woman, often bequeathed to her
by her husband or the paternal side of her family, but also self-earned.

Quitclaim deed, a written receipt or acquittance.

Quitclaim letter.

A non-inheritable birta grant to members of the royal or Rana family.
An officer invested with the charge of police, jurisdiction and tax collection
in the Tarai.

Inheritable birta grant made to persons of status below Brahmin castes
in appreciation of services, for which the lalamohora bore the mark of
betel juice spat by the king.

A monetary unit of small denomination, equivalent to ¥4 of a dama.
Rice-balls offered to ancestors during the sraddha rites.

The second lowest among the Untouchable castes.

Weigher and assayer of coins.

A low-ranking local state functionary or community headman.

Order or authorisation letter from the king, prime minister or a high-rank-
ing government official.

Blocking the correct nostril while controlling the breath.

(Food) gifts for gods, part of which the giver retains.

Ceremony of penance undertaken by a polluted person for absolution.
Seal or stamp affixed at the bottom margin of a deed or document.
Riual worship, mainly of a divinity.

Rent collection receipt, cp. tirja.

Writ, a written notice.

Degree of kinship between two persons determined by the most remote
shared male ancestor; especially important in the marriage and incest law.
Lit. ‘(a fee) in order to consume onion’; a small fee to be paid by a plaintiff
as food allowance to the bailiffs arresting the defendant at the plaintiff’s
request.

Travel permit, passport.

A system of redistribution of rice-land among local tenants in proportion
to the size of their families.
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Glossary

raikara
raitara
rajaguru
rajaguthi

rajakhata
Rajapita

rajinama
rakama

rakami
ramata
rasida
rudraksa
rukka

Sadaradaphadara

(-khana)

Sadaramulukikhana

sadavarta

sadhaka
saheba

sahipata
Salagrama
salami

Salami
samkalpa
sanada(-patra)

Sannyast
sapinda

sardara
sardu
sarkara

Sarki

State-owned land.

Writer or clerk.

A preceptor or guru to a member of the royal family.

Royal guthis; trusts set up by a reigning king or queen of Gorkha following
the performance of a samkalpa.

A heinous crime such as Brahmin murder or incest, maybe considered
either as a crime against or punishable by the king.

A member of the royal family or other high class Ksatriya castes, such as
Thakuris.

1) A deed of relinquishment of rights; 2) A declaration of will.

1) Contract for the exclusive rights to the income generated from a rev-
enue item; 2) Land held in return for providing labour services to the
government.

A holder of a rakama contract.

An individual itinerant ascetic.

Receipt.

Seeds of the Elaeocarpus ganitrus used as prayer bead.

Missive of high-ranking officials, often the king and prime minister.

General registry office for land and revenue assignments in lieu of pay.
See Mulukikhana.

A charitable foundation for the provision of food to the poor, mendicants
and pilgrims.

Written verdict.

Honorific to address a high-ranking person, sir; especially used for British
dignitaries.

Marriage contract.

Black-shale ammonite fossils worshipped as representations of Visnu.
Payments due to the government, including fines, levies, fees.

Lit. ‘oil-presser’; a sub-caste among the Newar, also known as Manandhar.
Ritual declaration, ritual commitment.

A grant, charter, appointment or endorsement, often signed by a ruling
authority.

A generic term for ascetics or their male heirs leading a householder life.
Lit. ‘Having common pindas’; kinsman connected by the offering of the
funeral oblation to the deceased male ancestor (pinda), i.e. any person of
seven generations in direct line of ascent or descent

A top-ranking official next in hierarchy to a kaji.

A type of blanket, probably worn as a cloak, knitted on a domestic loom.
1) King, monarch; 2) government.

A caste group whose members work as leather workers. The 7% lowest
among the Untouchables castes.
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sart

saunephdgu
savala
sayeradara
Sebada
serd
seraguthit
serma

sevabirta

sidha

silakhana
silapatra
sima

sinko katnu
sipaht
sirabandr
sirako banda
sirto

Sraddha
sraddhagutht
Sresta
Srestadara

Srestha

subba
subedara

Glossary

1) Widow, concubine or female slave who follows her deceased husband
or master into death by immolating herself either on her husband’s or
master’s fire, or on a separate funeral pyre; 2) the ritual of self-immolation.
A homestead levy collected in the hill districts, including Kathmandu
Valley, during the months of Sravana and Phalguna every year.
Ordinances; a set of directives issued especially for administrative
purposes.

Holder of customs and market duties collection rights.

A Jaina ascetic.

Crown lands, lands assigned for the supply of provision to the royal
households.

Land endowed to a guthi in order to provide the supply for members of
the royal household.

An annual homestead tax collected in cash on pakho land.

A category of birta grants made to individuals for the performance of
specified services, especially in the Kathmandu Valley and usually of
religious nature.

1) A plate of uncooked rice, lentils, vegetables, salt, turmeric powder
and ghee, etc. given to a Brahmin priest by his patron during a ritual or
sacrifice; 2) Alms or food rations regularly given by the government or
charitable endowments to poor people, ascetics, students and prisoners.
Office responsible for securely storing military arsenals.

Stone inscription.

The worst of four land categories (cp. abbala, cahara and doyama), also
used for the tenants on such land.

Lit. ‘to cut a twig’; splitting a bamboo twig into two pieces to effect
a divorce.

A soldier or a non-combatant person employed as policeman or office
attendant.

Written authorisation, especially issued by the parties of a legal dispute,
empowering the jury to decide their caste.

Compilation of account headings.

Tribute paid by vassal states to the Central government.

Periodic ancestor worship.

Guthi endowed for the performance of the periodic worship of common
ancestors.

Account book, ledger.

An accountant, registrar.

A Newar caste group comprising different clans with varying caste status,
such as the Asala Sresthas or the Chathariya Sresthas.

Governor or chief administrative officer of a province or district.

A military official, in charge of a thana.
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Glossary

sudamata
Sudra
suka
sunabirta

sunaguthi

Sunara

Sunuvara

suvaro

syaha

tahabila
tahabiladara
tahasiladara
Tailangi Brahmin
talsinbott

talukadara

tamasuka
Tehraiite Brahmin

Teli
thana

thani
tharaghara

thart
theka
thekadara
Thokrya
thuma
Tihara

tihau

A kind of levy to be paid by farmers.

Member of the servant estate (varna).

A monetary unit worth % of a rupee and comprising 4 anas.

Land ownership emerging when raikara (state-owned) land is sold to
individuals.

A type of gutht; probably when birta land bought from the state is endowed
as guthi.

A caste of gold workers, classified as an Untouchable caste.

An ethnic group in the eastern hills of Nepal.

Hillside land.

Account book, ledger.

Office for revenue accounts.

Government treasurer, cashier.

Revenue collector.

A class of Brahmins with descent from Telangana.

The landlord’s share of the crop or income derived from his land and to
be collected from his tenant.

A local revenue collector, such as an authorised landlord or a community
headman.

Loan agreement.

A class of Brahmins with descent from the Tirhut region, especially Jha
or Mi§ra Brahmins.

A caste of oil sellers from the Terai, classified as a Water-unacceptable,
but Touchable caste.

A police or military office with judicial functions.

A local non-official tax collection functionary.

1) A member of one of the six ruling clans of Nepal (the Pides, Panthas,
Aryjalas, Khanalas, Rana, and Bohoras); 2) Nev. Syasyah, the highest
group among the Srestha castes.

A clan elder or headman functioning as a tax collector.

Contracts given out for revenue and tax collection rights.

Holder of a theka; a contractor to whom rights to revenue, tax collection
or land usage are transferred by the government for a stipulated period.
A caste group whose members work as producers and sellers of metal
vessels and utensils.

An administrative subdivision comprising a number of villages in the
hills.

Festival celebrated over five days, from the 13 of the dark fortnight to
the 2" of the bright fortnight of Karttika.

A system of tenancy under which a cultivator paid ¥4 of the produce as
rent to the owner of the field.
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tika

Tma-Linga-Jais1

tirja(-purja)
tola

Tosakhana
Udasa
Udasit
ujarata
ukdsa
umarava
Upadhyaya

urdr
Vadi

vaidya
Vairagi
vajavi
vamsavalt
vasila baki
vesya

vijayahoma
Vista

vratabandha
vrsotsarga

yvadadasta
Yamapaiicaka
yantra

Glossary

An ornamental spot applied on the forehead as part of rituals or worn as
a sectarian mark.

A Jais1 whose mother was previously married to three men in her life.
Among other criteria, Jaisis were hierarchised according to the number
of the mother’s former husbands.

A certificate empowering jagiradaras to collect the rent from their land.
A unit of weight and standard measure for gold and silver comprising
100 rati, 10 masas and being Ysoth of a sera.

See Kausi(-tosakhana).

A Newar caste group considered inferior to Badas and superior to Jyapus.
An ascetic affiliated to the Sikh tradition.

Suspense account.

Unclaimed land.

High-ranking (military) official.

Preceptor in Vedic texts; the highest status group among Brahmins in the
officially endorsed caste hierarchy.

An official written order.

A caste group whose members who made their living as singers and
dancers. The 3™ lowest among the Untouchable castes.

Physician; also name of a caste.

A Vaisnava ascetic of the Ramanandt Sampradaya.

A homestead tax.

Chronicle.

Collections and balances, total account.

1) ‘Common woman’, a woman who has had sexual intercourse with more
than two different men; 2) A prostitute.

Initiation rite after which the novice becomes a full member of an ascetic
community.

Name of a particular clan of Chetris; a general name for all higher castes,
especially when addressed by Damais and Kams.

Hindu investiture ritual.

Symbolic release of a bull, touching a bull, a cow or gold; also performed
on the 10" or 11" day of the Hindu death ritual.

Memorandum.

See Tihara.

Holy, power-charged diagram.
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