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EdIToRIAL

Dear colleagues and friends, 

it is my pleasure to present to you the latest edition 
of our newsletter. First, I would like to thank Barbara 
Mittler, who, during her time as Acting Director, 
poured all her intellectual and organizational passion 
into the pre-application for the new Excellence 
Strategy – constantly urging everybody to improve it. 

However, it was not only Barbara, who spent a 
substantial amount of time and energy on the appli-
cation. Thank you everybody inside the Cluster and 
beyond, who worked so hard on this paper, giving your valuable and careful 
input, sharing your enthusiasm and helping us to shape the Cluster’s future. 

We handed in the pre-application at the beginning of April and it might seem 
as if we could take a short rest. However, we should already prepare the full 
application, since there is only little time between the end of September, 
when we will know, whether we may submit a full application, and the end 
of December, when it would be due. I invite you to participate actively in the 
debates and workshops that will be announced in the near future.

I am certain that Heidelberg University and especially the Humanities and 
Social Sciences gained a lot from the multi-, inter- and transdisciplinary work 
at the Cluster. Now I am looking forward to seeing how the tandem fellowships 
and startup projects we offered for the academic year 2017/2018 will further 
stimulate our work in the transition period. Let us continue to look ahead and 
hope that the new Cluster of Excellence will enrich us. 

I would also like to draw your attention again to the “Deutsches Literaturarchiv 
Marbach”. The archive has started a project to collect German textual and 
visual material from Asia. If such material is available to somebody for this 
purpose, please feel free to let me know.

This newsletter, again, shows how active, innovative and full of ideas you, our 
Cluster members, are and I hope that you all enjoy the read. I am looking 
forward to a semester full of inspiring research activities and events!

Best regards,

Prof. Axel Michaels
Acting Director

Dr. Oliver Lamers
Scientific Project Manager

Prof. Axel Michaels 
Acting Director    
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