abir

aca

Acaju
agamche
Ajajudyah
Ajima

Akas Bhairav
alaypu
ananda lahart
antara

aratt

arven
Astamatrka
astami

astara

audh

aiisi

Avah
Avalokite$§vara
aylah

baéeca
baha
bahye
baja guthi

bam

bara daygu
barahmdasa
bare khi
basuri
basurikhalah
Baul

Glossary

red powder

awl

ritual specialist (Karmacarya) of the Paficthariya caste
Newar Buddhist clan god house for performing caca pyakha
lit. ‘Grandfather God’, used for Dipankara Buddha in Yataché
Bhadrakali, consort of Bhairava

avatar of Siva

castor seed

plucked drum used by Baul bards

stage of melodic development in North Indian classical music
ritual light offering

keyboard instrument with reeds, the Indian harmonium

eight mother goddesses

eighth day of the waxing moon

drum composition

Varli drum

dark night before new moon

caste of bricklayers

Bodhisattva of compassion

spirit (up to 80 % alcohol)

fipple flute

(var. baht) Newar Buddhist monastery

category of caca pyakhd (presenting gods)

managing organisation of a music group, usually financed by land
deeds

Newar drum, similar to the Indian bayam

naykhibaja drum composition signalling ‘return from a sacrifice’
song and poetry genre about characteristics of the months/seasons
naykhibaja drum composition for Buddhist processions
transverse flute

(var. basuribaja) ensemble of transverse flutes, cymbals and drums
Bengali sect of itinerant bards
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bekvacukva
bena

Betah
betali
Bhadrakalt
bhagat
Bhagavan
Bhailadyah

Bhaila pyakha

bhajan
bhakti

bhalb tramban

bhalii pyakha
bhamara

Bharata’s Natyas$astra

Bhimsen
Bhuca
bhuchyah

bhami sudhar

bhusyah
bhvé
bhvisinah
bindu
biskah
Bodhisattva

brahmatal
Brahmayant
Bungadyah
butta

caca

caca pyakhd
caitya

cakra pija
ca kvatah
cali

calti
Candesvart

Cangu Narayana

carthi pijja
carya

U-shaped courtyard of Bhaktapur palace

flat bamboo blade used by Kulu

Sanskrit: Vetala, blood-drinking demon, attendant of Siva

white turban cloth

mother goddess

shaman of the Varli people of Maharastra, India

God, also used for Buddha

Bhairava

masked dance performed by potters of Bhaktapur

religious song genre (Hindu: ras bhajan, Buddhist: gyanmala bhajan)
loving surrender to god as a path of yoga

valve trombone

bear dance

curved shawm with metal bell

earliest Indian music treatise (approx. 2000 years old)

(Sanskrit: Bhimasena), hero of Mahabharata epic

(Hindi, Nepali: bhiit) malignant ghost, attendant of Bhairava

pair of large cymbals with round boss

land reform act

see bhuchyah

(KTM: bhvay) ritual feast

orange powder (not for human consumption!)

essence, dot representing the universe before it becomes manifest
New Year town ritual of Bhaktapur

in Buddhism: one who seeks awakening (bodhi), assisting others to
attain the same

drum composition

mother goddesses

Rato Machendranath of Bungamati

pattern variant

caryd song

carya dance

(var. cibhah, stiipa) monument representing Buddha and dharma
most elaborate and expensive Buddhist ritual

room for storing sacred clay

drum composition

(var. cvakh) name of drum composition

mother goddess

temple courtyard situated on the ridge north of Bhaktapur
pija for thanking Ganesa after accomplished apprenticeship
see caca
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cast

cati

cauthi
cavd
chalica
chégii
chema pija
china
Chipa

chu

chucii
chvasa
ctbhah
cibhah pija
cir
Citrakar
cvara
cvaykegu

dabadaba
dabii
dadara
daitya
dak
damaha
damaru
Damai
dapha
daphaché

Dasavatar me
Dattatreya
degah

dehra
Devanagari
Dev1 pyakhd
dha

dhabaja
dhdca
dhdkathi
dhald
dhaldche

Glossary

Magnolia wood

goat horn with long bamboo mouthpiece

fourteenth day of the lunar month

dhd drum composition with shawm accompaniment
pliers

skin, hide

puja asking for forgiveness

drum composition for dhimay

cloth-dyer

muffled cymbal sound

dough

carved stones at street crossings, infested with evil spirits
(var. caitya, stipa) monument representing Buddha and dharma
piija at cibhah

phallus

caste of ritual painters and mask-makers

mvali piece played during blood sacrifice

naykhibgja drum composition for public announcements

hourglass-shaped clapper drum

stone platform for dance performance, etc.

tal used for light classical and devotional music

demon

Varli drum

kettledrum played by Damai

drum played by Siva

caste of non-Newar tailor-musicians

religious song genre

building for keeping musical instruments and conducting music
apprenticeships

songs about the ten avatars of Visnu

Hindu god combining three gods Brahma, Visnu and Siva
temple

drum composition

Sanskrit script

cf. Mahakali pyakha

Newar drum

processional drumming of Newar farmers with dhd and cymbals
drum used in navabaja performance

straight drum stick for dha

ritual activities connected with giilabaja

house where ritual activities connected with giilabdja are carried out
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dhalak
dhalapa
dhalca
dhamak
dhimay
dhimaybaja
dhimayca
dhimay puca
dhol
dhrupad
dhuva
dhvaka
dilruba
Dipankara Buddhas
Dipavali

dipcandr
disko dram
Dolma

dotar

drakha

dram

duguca Syaygu
dugupiija

duh dharikegu

Dui

dyah

dhyahbari
dyahbhvaykegu
dyahché

dyahkht

dyahkuti
dyahlhaygu
dyahpald

dyah svagd biyegu

ga

ga pyakha
Gaica

Gaica pyakha

Newar drum, similar to the Indian dholak

Buddhist ritual offering of five kinds of grain during giila
(var. dhalca bhajan) religious song genre

Newar tal (7 counts)

(var. dhime) Newar drum

processional drumming of Newar farmers

one of the Bhaktapur navabdja drums

drum stick made of cane which has been rolled by steaming
cylindrical drum (India)

North Indian classical vocal genre

refrain

gate, door

bowed North Indian instrument

Buddhas of earlier acons

festival of oil lamps installed to attract Mahalaksmi, goddess of
prosperity

tal used for light classical and devotional music

drum of marriage band

Tibetan Buddhist goddess Tara

lute used in Bengali folk music

drumming syllables used for short drum roll

big drum of marriage band

drum composition played during goat sacrifice

clan god ritual

marriage song sung whilst leaning a bamboo pole against the wall of
the bride’s home

(var. Duica) caste of torch-bearers and carriers

god

attendants to temporary shrine used during giila

ritual feast offered to Navadurga

house where a statue of a god is kept

drum accompanying Bhaktapur’s Navadurga pyakhd

room with temporary shrine used during giila

musical invocation

ritual attendant

main processional day of biskah on 4th of Bai§akh with offerings to
all gods

bell

Astamatrka dance of Patan
caste of Gaine bards
Gaine dance
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Ganesa

Ganga

Garuda

Gatha
gathamugah
gathamugah carhe
ghanglr

gharana

ghat

ghatu
ghétagisi
ghulu
ghungri
ghvar
Girvan jatra

Gtitagovinda
Gorakhnath
grisma

gu
Gubhahju
guhye
Gujarati mvali
giila
galabaja
Guruju
guthi

guthi samsthan
gvah

gvakha

gvara

gyanmala bhajan

Haimadyah
Haimapvah

hane pija
Hanuman pyakhd
hemanta

hvali

Glossary

Hindu god of good luck, son of Siva and Parvati

the river Ganges

snake-eating eagle, vehicle of Visnu

caste of gardeners and Navadurga dancers

straw effigy of demon representing disease

festival of driving gathamugah demons out of town

stick zither used by Varli shamans

distinct stylistic tradition in Indian music, promoted by family mem-
bers and disciples

(lit. ‘steps’) ritual bathing place at river banks

genre of seasonal songs

stick dance performed during sapdaru

buffalo horn used as wind instrument

ankle bells

lower octave (for transverse flutes)

procession commemorating a donation by King Girvan Yuddha
Vikram Saha

Jayadevas 12th century Sanskrit poem of unsurpassable beauty
deified historical ascetic, originator of the Natha lineage

summer season

drum composition

Buddhist ritual specialist

category of caca pyakhd (about esoteric practices)

large straight shawm with metal bell

Buddhist processional month of giving and taking alms
Buddhist processional music

guru, teacher, respectful address for Sﬁkya or Vajracarya males
social organisations for various communal purposes (cremations,
temple maintenance, music groups, town rituals, etc.)

Nepali government offices installed in 1963 for managing guthi affairs
body of drum

wall niche

(var. gvara) ancient Buddhist song genre with dhd accompaniment
Buddhist devotional group singing

(var. Haima) god of music and dance (destructive aspect)
flight hole of Haimadyah

puja for practising with the complete ensemble
Hanuman dance

autumn, harvesting season

Holi full moon festival
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Indrayant
iphoniyam

Jjaltarang
Jjangalt pyakhd
Jjangt pahara
Jjantabdja
jatra

Jharah vanegu
Jjhyalica
Jjhyaure pyakhd
Jugi

Jugibvah
Jugigah

Jjvah nagara
Jjvala nhayka
Jyapu
Jyapu-Jyapuni pyakhd

ka

kabaja

kachica

kaépa

kahal

kaharva

ka khipah
kalalica pyakha
kalas

kaliyuga
Kamasutra
kantadabadaba
kapah

kapay

kapady phenigu pyakhd
karuva
Kasti-Bhagvan
Kaumari
kavaca pyakhd
kaypa

kayta pija

kha pyakha
khalt-barr

mother goddess
euphonium

set of tuned water bowls used as musical instrument
thug dance

open porch at the lal baithak palace front

brass band for life cycle rituals

town ritual with processions

forced labour

(var. khvalimali), pair of small, flat cymbals

pair dance showing various ethnic groups

caste of tailor-musicians

food offered to the wandering soul of a dead person
Jugi graveyard

pair of small kettledrums (Patan navabdaja)

ritual mirror

farmer

farmer’s pair dance

natural trumpet

processional ensemble of natural k& trumpets (up to eighteen)

drum stick

brass disc (idiophone)

straight conical bore natural horn

tal used for light classical and devotional music
cotton rope

‘old woman’ dancing with basket for ritual offerings
ritual water pot

present and last of the four world cycles
Sanskrit treatise about erotic refinement
hourglass-shaped drum with handle
cotton cloth

cotton

spinning dance

water jug

Karunamaya

(var. KumarT) mother goddess

skeleton dance

(var. kaypi, tainar) brass disc

coming of age ritual for males

dance drama about Mahabharata
pattern modification in tabla playing

362



khame
kharjati
khau

khayal

kht

khica

khica pyakha
khipvu
khipvu piija
khir

khurdak
khvalimali
khyah pyakhd
khyala pyakhd
kisalt
klaroneyat
kukica mvalr
kuldevata
Kulu

Kumah
Kumara

kusi
kvakhica
kvatah
kvati

kvt

ld cva
Lakhe pyakha
lalakht

lal baithak
lapi

lathi

layki
likarah
linga
lildhvakha
lusi pyakhd
Ivaha

Glossary

sacrificial buffalo for the Navadurga of Bhaktpur

drum composition

black tuning paste for drums

North Indian classical vocal genre

generic term for ‘drum’

dog

masked dance of two dogs

drum composition

pija for learning a new drum composition

sweet rice pudding

pair of small Indian kettledrums for accompanying sahnai shawms
cf. jhyalica

dance of two naughty spirits who are part of Bhairava’s entourage
joker performance

clay cup

clarinet

smallest straight shawm with metal bell

clan gods

caste of drum-makers

caste of potters

generic title for ‘son’, also used for Kartikeya, Hindu god of war and
victory, son of Siva and Parvati

flea

(var. kvakhi, kvacakhi, bhagahkhi) Newar drum

(var. pasta, paficatala) compound drum

seasonal dish (nine beans soup)

drum sound produced by rubbing against the drum head

processional drum pattern

man-eating raksasa dance

(var. khi, daphakht) barrel drum used for dapha and dance
accompaniment

Bhaktapur palace wing built during 19th century
sharp metal instrument to cut leather

stick used as weapon by South Asian police officers
royal palace

mvali piece for returning home

phallus

Bhaktapur’s ‘Golden Gate’ palace entrance

pestle dance

1. stone, 2. tool used by Kulu
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ma

madal

magahkht
Mahabharata
Mahakalt
Mabhakali pyakhd

Mahalaksmi
Mahanavami
Mahasthami
Maheg§vart
Makah

maka pyakha
mala

Malla

mandala
mantra

mari

marsi

masala

mata biyu vanegu
math

matra
mhvayakhd pyakhd
miicukva

mudra

mitlcok

Mi Nasah

murt

mitrti

mvahani

mvalt

na

nagaca pyakhda
nagara

nak

longest dhimay composition

see magahkht

drum, similar to the Nepali madal

Sanskrit epic

mother goddess

(var. Devi pyakhd) masked dance of Bhaktapur, performed in
Kathmandu during Indra jatra

mother goddess

ninth day of mvahani

eighth day of mvahani

mother goddess

1. Mahakala Bhairava, 2. lower sounding drum of a pair of nagara
monkey dance

rosary used by Hindus and Buddhists

dynasty of Newar kings of Bhaktapur, Kantipur and Lalitpur (ruled up
to 1768/69)

sacred image of humanly organised space, usually including mantras
or gods placed at the focal points

sacred syllable, word or text charged with spiritual power, used as
focusing tool during meditation

wheat bread

seasonal songs in rag Malasr1

tuning paste stuck against drum head from inside

(var. mata biyegu) procession covering all cibhdhs in one go

rest house for travelling ascetics

time measurement in South Asian music

peacock dance

inner Bhaktapur palace courtyard bordering Taleju temple
meaningful gesture (dance, fine arts)

palace courtyard with Taleju temple

main shrine of Nasahdyah

unit of capacity (1980s: 1 mur1 = 90.92 liters)

image or statue of a god

1. autumn town ritual celebrating the victory of the mother goddess
over the demon, 2. vertical soot line applied on forehead after blood
sacrifice

generic term for shawm played by Jugi

shirt

(var. Radhakrsna pyakha) dance of Radha and Krsna
kettledrum

female yak
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nalakegu

na phva vanegu
na pyakha
Nandi and Bhrngi
Naga

nagard

Nagaraja

nagva

nakha dhala
namaskar
naqqara
Nasahdyah
Nasahpvah
Nasah sale pija
natak

natuvaca pyakha
naubat

navabdja
navadapha
Navadurga
Navadurga pyakhd
navagraha piija
navardat

Nay

nayah

naykhi

naykhibaja
Newar, Newari

nhyah

nhyah thayagu cvah
nibhah

nirvana

nitya puja
Nrtyanath

nvamat

nyachi kvatah

Glossary

‘fishing’ ritual (Navadurga)

water-begging procession

fish dance

drummer accompanists of Nasahdyah

snake god granting fertility

kettledrum

snake god granting fertility

paper effigy of Naga used as offering

(lit. worship with animal horns) Saymi gilabaja

formal greeting

big kettledrum played as part of naubat ensemble

god of music and dance (creative aspect)

flight hole of Nasahdyah

initial pija of music apprenticeship

street theatre

dance with taro leaves

court ensemble of natural trumpets, shawms, kettledrums and
cymbals

ensemble of nine drums

dapha song group with additional set of navabdja drums

(lit. nine Durgas) powerful protectors of Bhaktapur

annual masked dance cycle of Bhaktapur

annual Buddhist ritual asking for peace on the nine planets

nine processional nights preceding Vijayadasamt

caste of butchers

leader

var. naykhica, lit. butcher’s drum, also played in navabaja and
gilabaja

processional drumming of butchers

The Newar people of the Kathmandu Valley and beyond are an ethnic
group of Nepal that absorbed many cultural influences from South
Asia. Their Newari language belongs to the Tibeto-Burmese language
group.

1. processional drum pattern, 2. lively movement

drum composition for starting a dhimay procession after a break
sunlight

leaving the cycle of suffering and rebirth, ultimate awakening
daily (morning and evening) worship with offering

(var. Nasahdyah), ‘Lord of the Dance’, one of the names of Siva
straight shawm made of wood only

room for storing holy water
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pachima
pada

pakka
pakhavaj
paiicabali
Paficabuddha

paiicadan
paricadan carhe
parficagapya
paiicaibaja
paiicatala

partal

pastah
pasitka

patht

pavytah
paytah-khalah
phakadali pyakha
phalca

pirane pija
pith
prabandha gita
pradaksina
pranam
prasad

preta

preta Sradda
puja

pijakht
pijamali

pija mvalt
pulu

Pvah

pvald apa
pvata

pvukhu
pvanga

pvare me
pyakha

Newar drum, similar to the Indian pakhavaj

stanza to be recited or sung

pukka, real, complete

North Indian concert drum

offering of five different sacrificial animals

five Buddhas (Vairocana, Aksobhya, Ratnasambhava, Amitabha, and
Amoghasiddhi)

(lit. five kinds of offerings) Buddhist alms-giving ritual
Buddhist festival before the end of giila

ritually purifying liquid of cow products

auspicious instrumental ensemble played by Damai tailor-musicians
compound drum accompanying caca pyakha, paytah-khalah and ga
pyakha

drum composition

name of the kvatah drum when used in Buddhist context
ritual garlands of threads

unit of capacity (1 parhi = 4,55 litres)

(var. pvanga) natural trumpets played in Saymi gilabaja
ensemble of such trumpets, paiicatala and tah

butterfly dance

shelter building with a row of carved pillars on the front side
pija concluding music apprenticeship

shrine with aniconic stone image for daily worship

ancient genre of responsorial group singing at temples
main processional route

gesture of adoration and respect

edible blessing

evil spirit

part of death ritual for pacifying evil spirits

ritual offering

processional drum pattern played on the way to a piija place
auspicious drum composition of Saymi giilabaja

large curved shawm with metal bell

mat made of bamboo leaf

caste of sweepers and fishermen

traditional burnt roof tiles

brim of basket or drum

pond

natural trumpet

rice planting songs

dance
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qavvalr
qayda

Radhakrsna pyakha

rag dipak

rag kayegu
ragamala
Rajopadhyaya
raksasa

Ramayant pyakha

Rana
rasan

ras bhajan
rikha
ropani

rtu

Rudra vina

sades
sadhana

saed dram
sakhima punhi
Sakti

Sakya

Sakya gilabaja
sal

saldca pyakhd
sal dhiip
salica
samaybaji
sangita
sanyabhajan
saparu

sarad

sarangt

sarod

sastriya sangit
Sasudyah
satah

Saymi

Saymi giilabaja
sibaja

Glossary

genre of Muslim devotional (Sufi) group singing
variation form in rabla playing

(var. Nagaca pyakhd) dance of Radha and Krsna

Indian raga said to ignite fire

solo vocal introduction of a dapha song

genre of miniature painting, depicting emotional contents of ragas
highest caste of Newar Brahman priests

demon

Ramayana dance depicting chief characters of the Sanskrit epic
dynasty of rulers of Nepal (1846-1951)

small straight shawm with metal bell

Hindu devotional group singing

drum composition

unit of land area (1 hectare = 19.65 ropani)

the six seasons of South Asia

North Indian stick zither

ballad about separation owing to Tibet trade

spiritual discipline

side drum of marriage band

full moon festival with grain mosaics prepared in front of shrines
1. active female universal power, 2. name of goddess
caste of Buddhist gold- and silversmiths

processional music performed by Sakya and Vajracarya during gitla
kind of tree (Shorea robusta)

horse dance

resin of sal tree

clay cup

ceremonial meal

Sanskrit term for ‘music’

music played by Jugi ensemble during daily temple rituals
(Nepali: gar jatra) ‘cow festival’ for the dead

hot ripening season following monsoon

fiddle played by Gaine bards

North Indian lute

North Indian classical music, Hindustani music

Sarasvat1

gate house with room on top

caste of oilpressers

processional music performed by oilpressers during giila
funeral music played by naykhibaja
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sichyah
sigutht

silu me
sind
sindjya me
Siphvadyah
Sisira

Siva
Sivalaya
Sivaratri
slait tramban
Sraddha

Sri paficami
sthayt
sukhii
sukunda
survah
sutra
svacha
svaga
svagamali
svarat
Svayambhii

1d bala
tabla

tabla tarang
tabla -vadak
tadgola
tagva ga

tah

taha dyahlhaygu

tahasa
tainar
taku sva
Taleju
tamal
tamva
Tara
tarar
tatali
thahché

pair of large cymbals with flat boss

funeral organisation

ballad about a fatal pilgrimage

orange powder

rice transplanting songs

oleander goddess carried along by Navadurga
cold season, winter

one of the main Hindu gods

temple courtyard for ancestor worship
festival celebrating Siva as King of Yoga
slide trombone

ancestor ritual

start of spring, Sarasvati piija

refrain in North Indian classical music

straw mat

ritual oil lamp

traditional trousers

essential teachings in the form of a poem for recitation
tail piece of navabdja performance

ritual offering

marriage song

genre of seasonal songs

prominent mahdcaitya situated on a hill south of Kathmandu

leather strip

North Indian concert drum

set of tablas tuned to a scale

tabla-player

Borassus flabellifer palm tree

big bell

(var. tah) small, heavy pair of bronze cymbals
long, complete dyahlhaygu invocation

tall straw cow effigy carried along the pradaksina during saparu

(var. kaypa, kaypt) brass disc

rhododendron flower (red)

tutelary deity of Malla kings

Newar drum, similar to the Indian rabla

(var. tukumuku, tunumuku) small kettledrum played by Jugi
Bodhisattva of compassion

Nepal’s southern flatlands bordering India

drum composition

(for married women) her parents’ house
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thata

thukajya me
thva

thyah saphii

I

lip

tititala
trampet
Tripurasundart
triratna

tii cikd

tuki

tuladana
tulbala

tutah

tvah

tvah Ganedyah

vaikuntha
Vaisnavi
vajra

Vajracarya
Varaht

Varli Adivasi
varsa

vasanta

Vetala

Vijaya Dasami

yahst
yamadvaracukva
Yudhisthira
yuga

Glossary

drum composition

weeding songs

rice beer

folded book (like ‘Leporello’)

ringing cymbal sound

higher octave (for transverse flutes and shawms)
goat horn with short bamboo mouthpiece

trumpet

mother goddess

three jewels of Buddhism: Buddha, dharma, sangha
mustard oil

shawm reeds

state ritual where a ruler’s weight is equalled in gold to be distributed
scarlet cloth for Nasah piija

Buddhist hymn

neighbourhood

local shrine of Ganesa

abode of Narayana (Visnu)

mother goddess

ritual weapon used in Vajrayana Buddhism and related tantric
lineages

caste of Buddhist priests and gold- and silversmiths
mother goddess

(var. Warli) ethnic minority of Maharastra, India
rainy season, monsoon

spring season

blood-drinking demon, attendant of Bhairava

tenth day and climax of the mvahani festival

pole erected during Bhaktapur’s New Year festival
Bhaktapur palace courtyard behind Golden Gate

oldest of the Pandava brothers of the Mahabharata epic
world cycle
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